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Liberty  Seated  Dime  Research  Update 


by 

Gerry  Fortin 

Continuing  research  on  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series  has  produced  significant 
data  on  the  number  of  obverse  dies  used  to  strike  coins  within  the  series.  Variety 
specialists  within  the  club  have  contributed  information  or  provided  an  opportunity 
to  study  the  dimes  in  their  collections  during  the  past  seven  years.  I  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  those  who  provided  assistance  in  this  effort  to  advance  the 
knowledge  on  Seated  dimes. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  summarize  my  currentfindings  for  the  Stars  Obverse  with 
drapery  that  was  used  to  strike  Seated  dimes  from  1 840  to  1 860.  There  arethree  goals 
for  this  report  as  follows: 

1 .  Identification  of  the  date  placement  for  dies  having  the  Stars  Obverse  with 
drapery.  This  information  should  provide  the  variety  specialist  with  the  known 
range  of  date  placements  for  each  year  and  help  him  understand  the  difficulty 
in  identifying  and  collecting  examples  from  each  obverse  die. 

2.  Presentation  of  a  table  listing  the  number  of  obverse  dies  known  for  each  date 
with  a  listing  of  known  date  placements.  The  Denticle  Ruler  identification  method 
is  used  for  this  tabulation  of  date  placement  distributions  for  each  year. 

3.  Calculation  of  the  average  mintage  per  known  obverse  die  for  each  date  in  the 
series  to  isolate  those  dates  that  still  offer  the  greatest  opportunity  for  further 
identification  of  obverse  dies.  Dates  with  high  mintages  per  obverse  die  would 
offer  the  best  opportunity  for  these  new  discoveries. 

Background 

A  new  Liberty  Seated  obverse  hub  was  introduced  into  the  dime  series  during 
1840.  This  new  hub  had  drapery  added  at  Miss  Liberty's  elbow,  a  shield  that  was 
moved  to  an  upright  position  and  a  modified  representation  of  Miss  Liberty  with  a 
larger  head,  thicker  arms  and  a  fuller  figure.  The  new  Stars  Obverse  with  drapery  was 
first  used  in  1 840  to  strike  dimes  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  but  it  was  not  used  until  1 841 
to  strike  New  Orleans  dimes.  This  design  was  last  used  to  strike  Philadelphia  dimes 
in  1 859  but  it  was  still  used  in  1 860  to  strike  San  Francisco  dimes. 

Obverse  die  classification  was  primarily  accomplished  by  the  Denticle  Ruler 
method  first  presented  in  Issue  #56  of  the  journal  in  1 993.  This  Denticle  Ruler  method 
used  a  denticle  numbering  system  with  the  reference  denticle  directly  below  the 
lowest  point  of  the  shield  designated  as  the  0  denticle.  Denticles  to  the  right  of  the 
0  denticle  are  numbered  1 ,  2,  3,  etc  while  denticles  to  the  left  are  numbered  -1 ,  -2, 
-3,  etc.  To  improve  measurement  resolution  in  the  method,  further  segmentation  of 
the  denticles  is  accomplished  by  dividing  each  denticle  into  its  left  (L)  segment, 
center  (C)  segment  and  right  (R)  segment.  A  location  between  two  numbered 
denticles  is  recorded  as  being  between  (B)  denticles.  The  denticle  ruler  measurement 
points  from  the  -1  to  1  denticles  are  identified  as  follows: 

N1L,  N1C  ,  N1R  ,  N1B0  ,  0L  ,  0C  ,  OR  ,  0B1  ,  1L  ,  1C  ,  1R  . 
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To  determine  the  denticle  ruler  position  for  a  date,  the  placement  of  the  left  edge 
of  the  left  foot  of  the  1  in  the  date  is  compared  to  the  denticle  directly  below  it.  A 
measurement  is  then  taken  using  the  denticle  numbering  system  just  described. 
Additional  obverse  die  attributes  such  as  date  slope,  distance  of  the  date  digits  from 
the  base  of  the  rock  and  the  presence  of  die  cracks  and  die  lines  can  also  be  used 
to  distinguish  the  obverse  dies.  This  report  will  concentrate  on  the  classification  of 
the  obverse  dies  by  the  Denticle  Ruler  method. 

Results 

Research  findings  are  recorded  in  Table  1 .  The  number  of  known  business  strike 
obverse  dies  is  recorded  in  the  table  for  each  date.  A  die  count  is  then  given  by 
denticle  ruler  measurement  to  produce  a  frequency  distribution  by  date.  All  dies  of 
a  given  year  should  be  considered  as  a  group  because  all  of  the  obverse  dies  were 
prepared  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  during  this  period.  The  result  is  a  representation 
of  date  placement  variability  for  the  Stars  Obverse  with  drapery  for  the  Seated  dime 
series. 

Dies  forthe  years  1841 , 1842, 1849, 1856, 1857, 1858  and  1859  all  show  a  center 
distribution  point  between  DR-OR  and  DR-1 L.  This  consistency  in  date  placement  is 
a  function  of  the  date  punch  size  and  attempts  by  the  die  sinker  to  center  the  date 
under  the  base  of  Liberty.  Date  placement  variability  clearly  decreases  for  dies  of 
1858  and  1859.  These  two  years  feature  a  date  placement  range  of  one  denticle 
compared  to  a  two  denticle  range  for  the  years  1 841 ,  1 856  and  1 857.  The  number 
of  obverse  dies  prepared  during  any  given  year  could  be  a  factor  in  the  variability  of 
date  placement.  Another  factor  might  be  differences  in  technique  between  die  sinkers 
responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  obverse  dies.  The  1841  and  1856  date 
placement  distributions  warrant  additional  study  for  explanations  of  their  large  date 
variability. 

Mintage  years  that  featured  larger  date  punches  were  discovered  to  have  denticle 
ruler  measurements  in  the  negative  range.  This  observation  is  easily  explained  by  the 
fact  that  the  larger  digits  produced  a  shift  to  the  left  for  the  first  digit  in  the  date  as 
the  die  sinker  attempted  to  center  the  date  punch  under  the  base  of  the  seated  figure. 
The  large  digits  also  increased  the  variation  in  the  date  placement  distribution  for  a 
given  year.  This  is  probably  the  result  of  increased  difficulty  in  the  placement  of  the 
larger  date  punch  by  the  die  sinker. 

The  average  mintage  for  each  die  has  been  calculated  for  each  date  in  the  series 
in  Table  2  by  dividing  the  reported  mintage  by  the  number  of  known  obverse  dies. 
Proof  dies  were  not  included  in  this  table  unless  evidence  existed  to  show  that  the 
proof  die  was  also  used  to  mint  business  strike  specimens.  The  average  mintage 
figures  per  die  for  Philadelphia  coins  revealed  a  low  of  31 ,300  for  1 846  dimes  and  a 
high  of  620,000  for  1 857  dimes  with  a  median  figure  of  about  230,000  pieces.  This 
simple  analysis  indicates  that  the  Philadelphia  dates  of  1853, 1854, 1855  and  1857 
present  the  greatest  opportunities  for  discoveries  of  new  obverse  dies  in  the  series. 
However,  the  With  Arrows  dies  are  difficult  to  identify  because  the  dates  and  arrows 
for  these  years  were  put  into  a  working  hub  to  provide  an  efficient  means  of  preparing 
a  large  number  of  obverse  dies  during  these  years.  This  technique  was  only  partially 

implemented  in  1 853  so  some  of  the  dies  for  this  year  do  show  differences  in  date 
placement.  The  identification  of  hub  dated  dies  requires  a  more  sophisticated 
technique  utilizing  die  cracks  and  die  line  characteristics. 
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Table  1 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
Obverse  Die  Classification  by  Denticle  Ruler  Measurement 


Denticle  Ruler 

TwerseT        Denticle -2  Denticle -1  Denticle  0  Denticle  1 

DATE  DIES  N3R   N3BN2   N2L    N2C    N2R  N2BN1  N1L    N1C    N1R    N1B0    OL     OC     OR    0B1     1L    1C    1R  1B2 

1840  1  ....  ...     1      ...  . 

1841  7  ...  2     2     2    -    1  - 

1841-  0  11  -     -     -     -      1      -     1     3     2     1    2    -  1 

1842  6  -     -  -22-2---- 

1842-  0  4  -      -  ...     2     1     1     -    -  - 

1843  6  2  1-3   

1843-  0  1  -   1  --------- 

1844  1  -      -      -----     1  - 

1845  7  -      -  1     1      -     2     1     2   -  - 

1845-0  1  -      -      -     -     -  1  

1846  1   -      -     1      ------  . 

1847  3  1      -      -     -     1     -     1     -  -  

1848  2  -      -      -----     1  1 

1849  4  -      -  ...     2     1     1     -    -  - 

1849-  0  3   -     -      -     -     1     1      -     1     -    -  - 

1850  6  -      -      -     -     1     1      -     -     2  11   

1850-  0  5  -      -      -     -  2     1      -     -      1  1   

1851  7  -      -      1     1     2     2     -     -     1  -   

1851-  0  1  -      -      -     -  1  

1852  6  -     1      -     2      1      -     1  1   

1852-  0  1  -      -      -----  1  

1853  NA  2  -      -      -  1      1      -   . 

1853WA25  2     1      -     11      8     -     3  - 

1853-  0  5  -      -  -  5  

1854  8  -      -      -----     8     -   . 

1854-  0  7  -      -      -----     5     2      -     -  -  - 

1855  4   .4  

1856  LD  4  -      -  -     1     2     1      -     -     -    -  - 

1856  SD  19    1     1     4     4     4     1    3    1  . 

1856-0  6  -      -      -  -  2112  

1856-  S  1  -      -      -------      -     -     -     1      ....  . 

1857  9    1      1     2     1     1     2    1  - 

1857-  0  5  -      -      -------      -     -     2     -     1      -    1    1  - 

1858  8  -      -      -------      -     -     -     2     3     2    1     -  - 

1858-  0  1   1  . 

1858-  S  3  111.. 

1859  6    1     3     1     1  .. 

1859-  0  3  -      -   1     1     1     .  . 

1859-  S  1  -  1 

1860-  S  2  1     -     1     ...  . 
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Table  2 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
Average  Mintage  Per  Obverse  Die 


Date 

Mintage 

Known  Obverse  Dies 

Average  Mintage  Per  Die 

1840 

377,500 

1 

377,500 

1841 

1,622,500 

7 

231,786 

1841-0 

2,007,500 

11 

182,500 

1842 

1,887,500 

6 

314,583 

1842-0 

2,020,000 

4 

505,000 

1843 

1,370,000 

6 

228,333 

1 843-0 

150,000 

1 

150,000 

1844 

72,500 

1 

72,500 

1845 

1,755,000 

7 

250,714 

1845-0 

230,000 

1 

230,000 

1846 

31,300 

1 

31,300 

1847 

245,000 

3 

81 ,667 

1848 

451 ,500 

2 

225,750 

1849 

839,000 

4 

209,750 

1 849-0 

300,000 

3 

100,000 

1850 

1,931,500 

6 

321,917 

1 850-O 

510,000 

5 

102,000 

1851 

1,026,500 

7 

146,643 

1851-0 

400,000 

1 

400,000 

1852 

1,535,500 

6 

255,917 

1 852-0 

430,000 

1 

430,000 

1 853  NA 

95,000 

2 

47,500 

1853WA 

12,078,010 

25 

483,120 

1 853-0 

1,100,000 

5 

220,000 

1854 

4,470,000 

8 

558,750 

1 854-0 

1,770,000 

7 

252,857 

1855 

2,075,000 

4 

518,750 

1856  LD 

150,000 

4 

37,500 

1856SD 

5,780,000 

19 

304,211 

1 856-0 

1,180,000 

6 

196,667 

1856-S 

70,000 

1 

70,000 

1857 

5,580,000 

9 

620,000 

1857-0 

1,540,000 

5 

308,000 

1858 

1,540,000 

8 

192,500 

1 858-0 

290,000 

1 

290,000 

1858-S 

60,000 

3 

20,000 

1859 

430,000 

6 

71,667 

1 859-0 

480,000 

3 

160,000 

1859-S 

60,000 

1 

60,000 

1860-S 

140,000 

2 

70,000 
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The  average  mintage  per  die  for  New  Orleans  dates  produces  some  additional 
questions.  The  1 841  -0  and  1 842-0  dates  show  a  considerable  difference  in  average 
mintage  per  die.  Even  after  considerable  die  variety  analysis  on  1 842-0  dimes,  the 
average  mintage  per  die  is  still  a  very  high  505,000  pieces.  However,  it  is  believed 
that  the  reported  mintage  for  1 842-0  dimes  may  include  some  1 841  -O  coins.  This 
is  a  reasonabletheory  based  upon  Brian  Greer's  discovery  of  an  1 841  -O  Small  o  dime 
with  its  reverse  in  a  later  die  state  than  an  1 842-0  dime  with  the  same  reverse. 

Another  point  of  interest  is  the  high  mintage  per  die  of  400,000  coins  for  the  1 851  - 
O  dime  and  430,000  coins  for  the  1 852-0  dime.  Currently  only  one  obverse  die  has 
been  identified  for  each  of  these  dates.  It  seems  unlikely  that  only  one  obverse  die 
was  used  to  strike  the  entire  mintage  for  each  of  these  dates,  but  the  absence  of 
dimes  with  die  cracks  for  these  issues  makes  it  difficult  to  distinguish  obverse  dies 
which  might  have  similar  denticle  ruler  measurements.  Additional  research  is  clearly 
needed  on  these  dates  and  other  dates  of  New  Orleans  dimes. 

Summary 

This  report  is  the  result  of  many  years  of  research  and  data  collection  but  it  is  still 
incomplete.  New  obverse  die  discoveries  will  continue  to  surface  and  add  to  the 
knowledge  in  this  important  series.  Seated  dime  specialists  are  encouraged  to  review 
the  coins  in  their  collections  to  determine  if  additional  date  placements  exist  beyond 
what  has  been  reported  in  this  article.  I  would  be  happy  to  correspond  with  any 
individual  who  might  have  an  undocumented  obverse  die  from  this  series.  I  can  be 
reached  by  E-mail  at  fgerardl  @maine. rr.com  or  by  conventional  mail  as  follows: 
Gerry  Fortin,  225  Valley  Rd,  Raymond,  Maine  04071 . 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 


DOLLARS 

1840  XF,  original   $325 

1841  AU,  whizzed   250 

1842  XF,  polished   175 

1846   XF,  original   300 

1846  VF,  cleaned   150 

1847  VF/XF,  cleaned    175 

1867   AU,  original   550 

1871  XF,  original   250 

1872  VF/XF,  cleaned    150 


Ten  Day  Return  Privilege 

Dennis  O'Hare  •  LSCC  #1257 

5020LeonaDr.  •  Pittsburgh,  PA  15227 
Telephone  (41 2)  885-1 288 


A  New  Variety  for  the  1840  With  Drapery  Half  Dime 


by 

Mark  Sheldon 

During  the  fall  of  1 840,  the  half  dime  received  its  third  design  change  in  four  years 
with  a  totally  new  rendition  of  the  seated  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  by  Robert  Hughes. 
This  new  design  has  become  known  as  the  With  Drapery  obverse  and  it  appears  that 
Victorian  pressures  of  the  day  contributed  to  this  new  representation  of  Miss  Liberty. 
Not  only  was  drapery  added  to  the  elbow,  but  her  arms  and  head  were  enlarged,  her 
breast  was  reduced  and  a  higher  collar  placed  on  her  gown.  A  skirt  pendant 
appeared  for  the  first  time  and  the  rock  base  was  reduced  in  size.  The  obverse  shield 
was  shifted  to  an  upright  position  and  the  hand  on  the  pole  changed  so  that  the  index 
finger  now  pointed  up  the  pole  toward  the  cap.  This  Hughes  representation  of  Miss 
Liberty  survived  to  the  end  of  the  half  dime  series  in  1 873  except  for  the  use  of  the 
Paquet  hub  in  1 859  and  1 860. 

The  Valentine  monograph  on  the  half  dime  series  lists  only  one  variety  for  the  1840 
With  Drapery  half  dime.  This  variety  has  been  designated  as  1840  V-7  and  is 
described  by  Valentine  as  "Heavy,  close,  high  date."  For  this  variety  the  upright  of 
the  4  in  the  date  is  centered  over  a  denticle  while  the  other  three  digits  are  centered 
slightly  to  the  left  of  the  denticles  below  them.  All  four  digits  of  the  date  are  high  in 
the  field,  closer  to  the  rock  base  than  the  denticles  below  them.  The  date  appears 
to  be  heavy,  in  the  style  described  by  Valentine. 

Al  Blythe  lists  the  1 840  V-7  half  dime  as  the  only  obverse  and  reverse  die  pair  for 
the  1 840  With  Drapery  half  dime  in  his  guide  to  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series 
published  in  1 992.  Yet  his  picture  of  the  1 840  With  Drapery  half  dime  in  this  book  does 


1840  V-7  Half  Dime  with  Upright  of  4  Centered  Over  Denticle 
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not  seem  to  match  the  description  provided  by  Valentine.  The  date  on  his  coin 
appears  lighter  and  slightly  lower  in  the  field  than  the  coin  described  and  pictured 
by  Valentine.  However,  I  realized  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  conclusively  determine 
the  existence  of  a  second  variety  for  the  1 840  With  Drapery  half  dime  from  pictures 
that  did  not  provide  enough  detail  to  identify  key  features  of  the  obverse  dies.  I 
therefore  started  to  study  the  obverses  of  1 840  With  Drapery  half  dimes  in  the  hope 
of  finding  the  information  I  needed  to  verify  the  existence  of  a  second  variety  of  this 
date. 

After  several  months  of  searching  I  located  an  example  of  the  1840  V-7  half  dime 
as  described  by  Valentine  and  another  piece  that  seemed  to  match  the  picture  of  the 
1 840  With  Drapery  coin  illustrated  in  the  Blythe  book.  A  study  of  both  coins  provided 
the  information  necessary  to  conclusively  identify  a  second  obverse  dieforthe  1 840 
With  Drapery  half  dime.  This  new  variety  has  been  designated  1 840  V-8  and  it  can 
be  identified  by  the  position  of  its  date  relative  to  the  denticles  below.  For  this  new 
variety  the  upright  of  the  4  is  over  a  denticle  and  the  space  to  the  right.  A  subtle  shift 
in  the  entire  date  to  the  right  leaves  the  other  three  digits  centered  over  denticles. 
The  date  on  the  new  variety  also  appears  thinner,  a  feature  that  is  most  noticeable 
on  the  flag  and  lower  serifs  of  the  1  in  the  date. 

Both  varieties  would  have  to  be  classified  as  shield  line  SL-9.  While  the  date  on 
the  V-8  variety  is  shifted  slightly  to  the  right,  the  difference  is  not  sufficient  to  produce 
a  change  in  the  shield  line  identification.  It  has  also  been  noted  that  the  pendant  is 
positioned  over  the  upright  of  the  4  in  the  date  on  both  varieties.  However,  on  the 


1840  V-8  Half  Dime  with  Upright  of  4  Over  Denticle  and 

Space  to  the  Right 
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V-8  variety  the  pendant  appears  centered  over  the  upright  of  the  4  while  on  the  V-7 
variety  the  pendant  is  over  the  right  side  of  the  u  pright  of  the  4.  A  final  feature  to  note 
would  be  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  4  relative  to  the  denticles.  The  left  edge  of 
the  base  of  the  4  is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle  on  the  V-7  variety  while  this  edge  is 
over  the  space  between  denticles  on  the  V-8  variety. 


1840  V-7  Half  Dime  1840  V-8  Half  Dime 


Shortly  after  making  this  discovery  I  contacted  half  dime  experts  Bill  Harmon  and 
Al  Blythe  and  told  them  about  my  find.  I  also  had  close  up  pictures  of  both  varieties 
taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  so  that  I  could  more  easily  study  the  die  characteristics  of 
both  varieties.  After  careful  review  of  these  photographs,  Bill  Harmon  and  Al  Blythe 
both  concluded  that  I  had  indeed  discovered  a  new  obverse  for  the  1840  With 
Drapery  half  dime.  It  was  agreed  that  this  new  variety  should  be  designated  as  V-8 
for  future  reference  by  collectors  of  the  series.  Bill  Harmon  even  sent  me  his  AU 
example  of  the  V-7  variety  so  that  better  pictures  could  be  obtained  for  comparison 
of  the  two  varieties. 

Distinguishing  the  reverses  of  the  two  varieties  may  prove  to  be  a  more  difficult 
task.  Valentine  describes  the  V-7A  as  having  "straight  line  scratches  in  die  back  of 
UNI,  and  A  and  C  of  AMERICA."  The  Harmon  coin  does  not  show  these  lines  but  it 
does  have  a  small  teardrop  shaped  raised  area  to  the  left  of  the  U.  My  example  of 
the  V-8  variety  does  not  have  this  feature  but  I  did  find  two  very  faint  die  file  lines 
connecting  the  letter  C  in  AMERICA  with  the  denticles.  I  would  be  interested  in  any 
reverse  diagnostics  for  these  two  varieties  that  other  club  members  may  be  able  to 
identify  on  their  coins.  This  information  is  needed  to  determine  if  the  V-7  and  V-8 
varieties  have  separate  reverses. 

I  currently  know  of  only  two  examples  of  the  new  1 840  V-8  half  dime.  The  example 
that  I  own  is  pictured  in  this  article.  The  other  piece  is  the  coin  pictured  in  the  Blythe 
book.  It  is  likely  that  others  will  be  identified  as  collectors  examine  the  coins  currently 
in  their  collections. 
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I  would  like  to  thank  Bill  Harmon  for  providing  me  with  his  example  of  the  V-7 
variety  so  that  I  could  more  easily  make  a  detailed  comparison  of  the  two  varieties. 
I  would  like  to  thank  Al  Blythe  for  his  technical  support  in  preparing  this  article. 
Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  providing  the  photographs  of  the  two 
varieties  that  made  the  presentation  of  the  information  in  this  article  possible. 

I  would  be  interested  in  any  additional  information  or  comments  on  the  V-7  and 
V-8  varieties  described  in  this  article.  I  can  be  reached  as  follows:  Mark  Sheldon, 
24245  State  Route  51 1 ,  Wellington,  Ohio  44090. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 


SELL 

Dates  of  Our  Choice 


HALF  DIMES 

10  Pieces . 

. .  Different  Dates . 

. .  Good-Fine  

Starter  Set  . 

.  $  109.00 

DIMES 

10  Pieces . 

. .  Different  Dates . 

. .  Good-Fine  

Starter  Set  . 

.  $  99.00 

QUARTERS 

1 0  Pieces . 

. .  Different  Dates . 

. .  Good-Very  Good  . 

.  Starter  Set  . 

.  $  135.00 

Fine  

Starter  Set  . 

.  $  245.00 

HALF  DOLLARS 

10  Pieces . 

. .  Different  Dates . 

. .  Good-Very  Good  . 

.  Starter  Set  . 

.  $  175.00 

BUY 

Turn  Your  Duplicates  into  Cash 

HALF  DIMES 

Good  or  Better  

Pay    $6.00  each 

DIMES  

Good  or  Better . . . 

Pay    $6.00  each 

QUARTERS 

Good  or  Better . . . 

Pay    $9.00  each 

HALF  DOLLARS. . . 

Good  or  Better . . . 

Pay  $11.00  each 

Not  Buying  Cleaned  or  Damaged  Coins 
Terms:  14  Day  Return  Privilege.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 
All  Orders  Sent  Postpaid. 

Jim  Carr  Inc.  •  LSCC  #257 

P.O.  Box  385  •  Pelham,  NH  03076 
Telephone  (603)  635-2821 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  for  Sale  or  Trade 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  All  pieces  damage  free  unless  stated.  Split  grades 
noted  with  a  slash.  30  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $5.00  for  insurance  on 
orders  under  $500.  Write  for  trades  and  for  complete  listing  of  coins  available. 
Over  400  half  dollars  for  sale  or  trade. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839 

No  Drapery,  VF30/25   

$275 

1858 

Recut8,WB-103,  MS-60 

$375 

1839 

No  Drapery,  AU-50,  slightly  dark  . 

995 

1858 

Recut18,WB-106,AU-50 

169 

1840 

Small  Letters,  WB-1 01,  AU-53... 

210 

1858 

85mdenticles,WB-109,XF-42  .. 

375 

1840 

Triple  O.WB-1 03,  VF-25  

125 

1858-0 

Recut8,WB-102,XF-48  

150 

1841 

Recut1,WB-102,MS-61 

1450 

1858-0 

18  in  rock,  WB-1 04,  AU-50 

119 

1842 

Recutdate,WB-106,AU-58 

325 

1858-S 

Large  S,  WB-1 01,  AU-50 

225 

1842-0 

Errant4ingown,WB-103,XF-42  . 

225 

1858-S 

LargeS,WB-101, MS-60 

750 

1843 

Center  dot,  WB-1 04,  AU-55 

210 

1859 

Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 02,  AU-55  . . 

275 

1844 

Recut18,WB-102,AU-58 

275 

1859-0 

AU-55,  WB-1 01  .full  white 

165 

1844-0 

Recut4,WB-104,AU-58  

325 

1860 

Type  1  reverse,  WB-101.XF-42  . . 

135 

1844-0 

Recut844,WB-105,XF-45 

110 

1860 

Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 02,  AU-50+ 

210 

1845 

MS-60,smallcudsunderdate  . . . 

675 

1860-O 

Typel  reverse,  WB-1 01,  AU-58  . . 

225 

1845 

Recut  1 ,  AU-50,  unlisted   

275 

1860-O 

Recut  O,  WB-1 05,  AU-58 

275 

1845-0 

Recutdate,  WB-1 08,  AU-53 

350 

1860-S 

Large  S.WB-101,  AU-55 

275 

1846 

Tall  date,  WB-1 08,  AU-50+ 

225 

1860-S 

Mediums,  WB-1 02,  AU-53 

275 

1846-0 

Recut  846,  WB-1 05,  AU-50 

225 

1861 

AU-59.  golden  luster  

239 

1847-0 

RecutO,WB-102,XF-40  

149 

1861-0 

Crack atdate, WB-1 03,  MS-61  . . 

775 

1847-0 

Recut  date,  WB-1 05,  PCI  XF-40  . . 

149 

1861-0 

Tine  at  1,  unlisted,  XF45/AU50... 

155 

1850 

MS60/62,  WB-1 01,  full  white  .... 

975 

1862 

MS-60,  semi-prooflike  surfaces  .. 

395 

1852-0 

AU-50+,  small  obverse  scratch  . . 

675 

1863 

WB-101 ,  MS-62,fullstrike 

425 

1855/4 

MS-60,WB-102,overdate 

2250 

1864-S 

Large  S,  WB-1 01,  XF-40  

95 

1855-0 

AU-55,  nice  white   

225 

1864-S 

Large  S,  WB-101,  AU-55 

350 

1855-S 

VG10A/F20   

475 

1865 

PR-60-,  light  rubbing  on  high  points 

295 

1855-S 

No  Drapery,  AU-50  +   

5500 

1865 

Double  date,  WB-1 02,  XF-45  .... 

425 

1856 

MS-62,  WB-1 01,  full  white 

450 

1865 

Doubledate,WB-102,AU-55+  . . 

1900 

1856-0 

MS-60,  doubled  date,  WB-1 02... 

650 

1865-S 

Small  broken  S,  WB-1 01,  XF-45. . 

99 

1856-S 

Recut6,XF-40+,  unlisted 

350 

1866 

Errant  1  in  hand,  WB-1 03,  XF-48  . 

250 

1857 

Recut  1 ,  AU-50-,  nice  toning  — 

195 

1866-S 

No  Motto,  AU-50,  slightly  dark  . . . 

975 

1857-0 

XF-45,  WB-1 01,  scarce   

125 

1866-S 

Digits  in  denticles,  WB-103,  XF-40 

125 

1858 

Type  2  reverse,  WB-1 10.XF-48  . . 

119 

1867 

Recut67,WB-102,  AU-53  

250 

Dick  Osburn  •  LSCC  #717 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (281 )  334-2476 
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The  1858  Dollar,  a  Mystery  Coin  From  the  Beginning 

by 

Ken  Cable 


Before  1858,  there  was  little  commercial  necessity  for  the  minting  of  proof  coins. 
Proof  specimens  were  usually  struck  only  for  special  purposes,  such  as  for 
presentation  to  government  officials  or  foreign  dignitaries.  Occasionally  proof  coins 
or  proof  sets  were  produced  and  made  available  to  individual  collectors  upon 
demand.  However,  accurate  records  of  proof  strikings  were  not  kept  at  the  U.S.  Mint. 
Beginning  in  1 836  with  the  Gobrecht  dollar,  proof  silver  dollars  were  struck  in  much 
larger  quantities.  The  mint  struck  upwards  of  1 000  proof  silver  dollars  with  the  1 836 
date  and  some  300  proof  silver  dollars  with  the  1 839  date.  The  conventional  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  was  first  struck  in  1 840.  From  this  date  until  1 858,  proof  silver  dollars 
were  struck  in  considerably  larger  quantities  than  proof  specimens  of  other 
denominations.  Although  the  actual  totals  are  not  known,  proof  silver  dollars  of  this 
period  may  number  anywhere  from  a  few  dozen  pieces  to  a  few  hundred.  In  1 858, 
Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  reported  that  80  proof  sets  were  ordered  and 
issued,  although  no  documentation  compiled  by  Snowden  that  year  mentioned  any 
production  of  silver  dollars.  Down  through  the  years,  it  was  assumed  thatthese  proof 
sets  included  silver  dollars,  and  for  many  generations  it  was  believed  that  exactly  80 
silver  dollars  dated  1 858  were  known  to  exist.  This  figure  is  now  believed  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  300-400  pieces  as  a  result  of  research  in  recent  years  by  Seated 
dollar  specialists.  This  mintage  would  still  make  the  1 858  silver  dollar  a  rare  coin  in 
my  opinion. 

The  1858  silver  dollar  was  immediately  recognized  as  a  rarity,  being  virtually 
impossible  to  obtain  at  face  value  in  the  1860s,  unlike  most  of  the  other  dates  in  the 
Seated  dollar  series.  In  a  data  table  compiled  by  Q.  David  Bowers  in  his  encyclope- 
dia on  silver  dollars,  it  is  indicated  that  a  price  of  $1 2  was  posted  for  the  1 858  silver 
dollar  as  early  as  1 860.  This  was  an  exceptionally  large  sum  for  a  coin  that  was  only 
two  years  old.  It  was  noted  at  the  time  that  the  1858  silver  dollar  was  virtually 
unobtainable  except  through  a  coin  specialist.  In  1880,  noted  numismatist  S.K. 
Harzfeld  conjectured  that  "not  over  75"  silver  dollars  dated  1 858  were  struck,  and  that 
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some  of  these  may  have  been  restrikes.  My  understanding  is  that  none  of  the  1858 
silver  dollars  known  today  have  been  proven  to  be  restrikes,  although  I  have  read 
material  from  a  number  of  independent  sources  addressing  the  possibility  that  1 858 
restrikes  were  coined  in  1 859-60, 1 862-63, 1 868-69, 1 876  and  1 908.  Since  no  dollars 
were  reported  by  Snowden  to  have  been  coined  in  1 858,  it  is  possible  that  some,  if 
not  all,  of  the  known  specimens  of  this  date  are  restrikes.  Perhaps  the  notorious 
"Midnight  Minters"  of  the  1858-60  period  struck  some  coins  to  accommodate  an 
immediate  demand  for  1 858  dated  silver  dollars. 

According  to  the  Bowers  data  table,  the  value  of  the  1 858  silver  dollar  increased 
only  modestly  during  the  period  from  1 885  to  1 940.  But  during  the  1 940s  the  price 
of  the  1858  dollar  rose  sharply  with  one  piece  selling  for  several  hundred  dollars  in 
1948.  The  price  of  this  coin  skyrocketed  during  the  1960s  and  reached  a  five  figure 
price  during  the  peak  of  the  great  coin  boom  in  1 980.  The  market  has  not  paid  much 
attention  to  the  1858  dollar  in  recent  years,  apparently  because  its  PCGS/NGC 
population  is  greater  than  many  of  the  common  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
series.  In  this  respect,  the  1 858  dollar  would  appear  to  be  a  true  sleeper,  since  many 
circulated  Seated  dollars  have  not  been  slabbed  by  the  grading  services.  No 
population  report  should  make  the  1858  dollar  appear  to  be  a  relatively  common 
coin! 

One  interesting  fact  about  the  1 858  dollar  is  that  it  is  the  lone  proof  only  issue  in 
the  entire  Seated  dollar  series,  and  one  of  only  a  handful  of  proof  only  issues  in  the 
entire  U.S.  silver  dollar  series.  The  sleeper  status  of  the  1 858  dollar  is  especially  noted 
when  compared  to  the  proof  only  1 895  Morgan  dollar.  This  coin  has  a  higher  mintage 
and  a  higher  PCGS/NGC  population,  yet  it  is  valued  two  to  four  times  higher  than  the 
1 858  dollar.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many  more  collectors  of  Morgan 
dollars  striving  to  form  a  complete  set  in  this  series  who  need  an  example  of  the  1 895 
Morgan  dollar  to  accomplish  this  goal. 

A  personal  anecdote  might  help  to  explain  my  early  interest  in  the  1858  dollar. 
Back  in  1 969  when  I  was  just  beginning  my  numismatic  adventures,  a  friend  and  I  were 
atthehomeof  a  wealthy  gentleman  who  was  a  Seated  dollar  specialist.  He  kept  much 
of  his  collection  at  home  and  led  us  to  a  large  safe  where  he  pulled  out  a  wooden 
panel  filled  with  Seated  dollars  identified  by  date  and  mint,  with  only  one  empty  hole 
in  the  set.  This  panel  had  no  slot  of  the  virtually  nonexistent  1 870-S  dollar,  so  the  only 
empty  hole  was  for  the  1 858  dollar.  He  had  circulated  business  strikes  for  both  the 
1 851  and  1 852  issues  and  pointed  out  that  these  were  his  best  coins.  The  1 852  dollar 
was  an  AU  and  worth  about  $500  at  the  time.  We  gasped  in  awe  when  he  told  us  what 
they  were  worth  and  we  asked  him  why  he  did  not  have  an  1 858  dollar.  He  told  us 
that  the  1 858  dollar  was  a  proof  only  issue,  that  it  would  cost  at  least  $1 000  and  that 
he  had  been  unable  to  track  down  an  example  for  purchase.  I  recall  that  he  had  well 
worn  examples  of  the  four  Carson  City  issues  and  that  all  of  the  coins  in  the  set  were 
business  strikes.  He  certainly  took  great  care  and  pride  in  building  his  set,  which  must 
have  taken  many  years  to  assemble.  That  single  experience  set  the  stage  for  me  to 
later  learn  as  much  as  I  could  about  the  1 858  Seated  dollar. 

While  it  was  initially  assumed  that  the  1 858  dollar  was  issued  only  for  inclusion  with 
other  denominations  in  the  80  proof  sets  ordered  from  the  mint,  there  has  been  much 
speculation  down  through  the  years  on  both  the  origin  and  the  number  of  coins 
produced.  Only  in  recent  numismatic  history,  with  the  information  provided  by 
grading  house  population  statistics,  has  the  estimate  for  the  number  of  extant  1 858 
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dollars  been  revised  up  to  the  300  range.  About  1 00  specimens  have  been  certified 
by  the  grading  services,  but  some  of  these  may  be  duplicate  submissions  of  the  same 
coin. 

The  1 858  proof  dollar  always  comes  well  struck.  Nevertheless,  there  are  some- 
times weak  areas  on  the  reverse  around  the  periphery  of  the  eagle's  dexter  wing  and 
a  small  depression  in  the  field  just  above  this  wing.  I  have  noticed  these  anomalies 
on  each  of  the  three  specimens  that  I  have  examined,  one  graded  PCGS  PR-62, 
another  graded  NGC  PR-63  and  the  third  a  raw  proof.  This  weakness  in  the  wing  is 
likely  due  to  some  grease  or  other  foreign  matter  inside  the  reverse  die.  According 
to  Bowers,  there  are  two  varieties  of  the  1 858  dollar  struck  from  one  obverse  and  two 
reverse  dies.  Coins  struck  from  the  die  known  as  the  Reverse  of  1 859  often  exhibit 
the  aforementioned  weaknesses. 

Despite  many  years  of  numismatic  research,  I  have  yet  to  determine  why  no 
business  strike  1858  dollars  were  issued.  I  would  welcome  any  information  or 
thoughts  on  this  question.  I  would  also  be  interested  in  any  additional  information 
that  club  members  may  have  on  the  1 858  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Recent  increases  in 
the  estimate  for  the  number  of  pieces  that  exist  have  raised  many  questions  about 
the  quantity  actually  minted  and  increased  the  possibility  that  some  of  the  known 
pieces  are  actually  restrikes. 

A  Report  on  1849-0  Half  Dollars 
With  Rotated  Reverses 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  gathering  information  on  1 849-0  half  dollars  with 
rotated  reverses.  I  began  this  project  because  a  number  of  coins  of  this  date  have 
been  reported  by  club  members  with  their  reverses  rotated  from  the  normal 
alignment.  I  had  hoped  that  a  description  of  known  specimens  listed  by  variety  and 
the  amount  of  reverse  rotation  might  provide  a  better  understanding  of  how  these 
coins  were  produced. 

The  most  comprehensive  information  that  I  received  on  the  topic  was  sent  in  by 
Randy  Wiley  who  published  a  guide  book  on  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series  with 
Bill  Bugert  in  1 993.  The  two  authors  reported  that  they  had  identified  1 5  die  varieties 
forthe  1849-0  half  dollar  that  were  struck  from  1 1  obverse  dies  and  12  reverse  dies. 
Wiley  reported  that  many  of  the  1 5  varieties  showed  minor  rotation  of  the  reverse  die 
but  only  three  of  these  varieties  had  their  reverses  rotated  more  than  30  degrees 
clockwise  (CW)  or  counterclockwise  (CCW).  These  varieties  have  been  designated 
as  6-E,  7-F  and  8-G  to  correspond  to  the  identification  of  these  varieties  in  the  Wiley- 
Bugert  system. 

1849-0  6-E  Variety 

This  variety  is  most  easily  recognized  by  a  heavy  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim 
through  the  right  foot  of  the  second  A  in  AMERICA  and  extends  on  through  the  right 
wing  to  the  right  edge  of  the  shield.  The  New  Orleans  mintmark  is  high  in  the  field, 
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and  centered  underthe  crotch  with  the  right  edge  of  the  mintmark  over  the  right  edge 
of  the  F.  The  obverse  of  this  variety  is  identified  by  a  large  lump  on  the  leg  just  below 
the  drapery  at  the  elbow  and  by  a  series  of  die  cracks  that  run  through  the  last  four 
stars  on  the  right.  This  reverse  was  pictured  in  Issue  #68  of  the  journal  on  a  coin 
reported  by  Garrison  Arey.  Wiley  reports  an  AU-50  example  of  this  variety  with  its 
reverse  rotated  64°  CW.  He  also  reports  that  other  examples  of  this  variety  exist  with 
only  minor  rotation  of  the  reverse. 

1849-0  7-F  Variety 

The  reverse  of  this  variety  is  recognized  by  a  weakness  at  the  top  of  the  first  vertical 
stripe  in  the  reverse  shield.  The  New  Orleans  mintmark  is  high  in  the  field  but  far  to 
the  right  of  the  crotch.  The  mintmark  is  close  to  the  stem  but  does  not  touch  it.  The 
right  edge  of  the  mintmark  is  over  the  serif  of  the  D.  The  obverse  of  this  variety  is 
recognized  by  a  die  line  that  runs  through  the  rock  at  an  angle  below  the  left  hand. 
Wiley  reports  an  XF-40  example  of  this  variety  with  its  reverse  rotated  62°  CW  and 
another  example  that  grades  VG-8  with  its  reverse  rotated  37°  CCW.  Other  examples 
of  this  variety  exist  with  only  minor  rotation  of  the  reverse. 

1849-0  8-G  Variety 

The  reverse  of  this  variety  is  identified  by  a  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  through 
the  O  in  OF  and  extends  on  to  the  second  S  in  STATES.  Another  crack  runs  from  the 
right  base  of  the  second  A  in  AMERICA  and  extends  down  through  the  tip  of  the  first 
arrow  and  then  runs  to  the  denticles  to  the  right  of  the  second  arrow  tip.  The  New 
Orleans  mintmark  is  high  in  the  field  but  far  to  the  right  of  the  crotch.  The  right  edge 
of  the  mintmark  is  over  the  serif  of  the  D.  The  mintmark  on  this  reverse  appears  to 
touch  the  stem  at  the  upper  right.  The  obverse  of  this  variety  has  a  number  of  large 
rust  pits  through  the  chest,  neck  and  arms  as  well  as  other  rust  marks  through  the 
gown  above  the  waist.  Wiley  reports  a  VF-35  example  of  this  variety  with  its  reverse 
rotated  1 52°  CW  and  another  AU-55  example  with  its  reverse  rotated  1 54°  CW.  Other 
examples  of  this  variety  exist  with  only  minor  rotation  of  the  reverse  die. 

The  coin  reported  by  Garrison  Arey  was  pictured  in  Issue  #68  of  the  journal  and 
is  an  example  of  the  6-E  variety.  This  coin  grades  XF-45  and  its  reverse  is  rotated 
80°  CW.  This  reverse  rotation  is  similar  to  that  reported  by  Wiley  for  his  example  of 
this  variety.  Information  on  five  other  rotated  reverse  coins  of  this  date  was  sent  to 
me  but  these  coins  had  only  minor  rotation  of  less  than  30  degrees  in  their  reverse 
die. 

The  information  sent  by  half  dollar  specialist  Randy  Wiley  has  resulted  in  the 
description  of  three  die  varieties  of  the  1 849-0  half  dollar  with  their  reverses  rotated 
more  than  30  degrees.  This  information  indicates  that  the  problems  with  die 
alignment  persisted  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  for  a  period  of  time  during  the  striking 
of  half  dollars  of  this  year.  Furthermore,  many  examples  of  this  date  from  other 
varieties  show  minor  rotation  of  less  than  30  degrees  in  the  reverse  die. 

Individuals  with  examples  of  the  1849-0  half  dollar  with  the  reverse  die  rotated 
more  than  30  degrees  are  invited  to  report  the  variety,  the  condition  and  the  amount 
of  reverse  rotation  for  their  coins.  Any  additional  information  received  from  collectors 
in  this  study  will  be  reported  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 

The  Editor 
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QUARTERS 

1841-0  Good  +,  old  cleaning   $12 

1843-0  Fine,  no  problems    43 

1843-0  VF+,  nice  original  coin   125 

1843-0  Large  0,  Good,  minor  reverse  rim  ding  90 

1843-0  LargeO,  Good +,  slightly  dark .. .  95 

1845  NGCMS-63,large5oversmall5  .  1100 

1847  NGCMS-63,recut  47,  doubled 

die  rev,  toned   1250 

1847-0  VG+,  nice  original  coin    42 

1848  Fine   80 

1850  Fine,  old  cleaning   50 

1851-0  VG, original, oneminorblackobv.spot  175 

1853  Arrows,  VF,  old  cleaning   20 

1853-0  Good,  Briggs3-E,  filled  0  variety  .  45 

1853-0  VG,Briggs3-E, cleaned, filled 0 variety  45 

1856-0  Fine   20 

1856-  S  S/s,  Good,  scarce    50 

1857-  0  Fine   20 

1859-S  Good   85 

1859-S  Good+    90 

1859-  S  VG+   125 

1860  PCGSMS-60,  nice  toning   315 

1860-  S  VG/AG  +  ,  nice  original   175 

1860-S  VG+,  old  cleaning   235 

1864-S  VG,  original,  one  minor  obverse  mark  425 

1866-S  Fine,  old  cleaning   485 

1866-S  Fine+,  old  cleaning   525 

1866-  S  ANACSVF-20,  nice  sharp  VF  . . . .  750 

1867-  S  VG   225 

1867-S  Fine   325 

1871-  S  VG/AG+,  a  decent  coin   300 

1872-  CC  VG/AG+,  nice  original,  rare   550 

1875-S  Fine+,  one  minorobverse  scratch  40 

1880  VF,  original,  a  decent  coin   225 

1880  PCGSMS-62,  brilliant  semi-proof  like  475 

1882  PCGS Proof-63, brilliant PQ  ....  525 

1884  VG+,  nice  original   250 

1884  Fine,  a  choice  original  coin   275 

1884  PCGSVF-20    350 

1884  PCGS  MS-63,  nice  original  toning  800 

1887  PCGS  Fine-1 2,  nice,  no  problems  325 

1887  PCGS  MS-63,  nice  original  toning  725 

1890  PCGS  Proof-63,  brilliant  PQ  ....  525 


 . 

QUARTERS 

1891      NGCMS-65,  extra  89  in  denticles  $1100 


1891-0  PCGS Fine-15, niceoriginal  ....  275 

1891-S  PCGSMS-62,  brilliant  semi-prooflike  220 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-  O  ANACSVF-30,  rare,  die  break  in  date  $175 

1841-  0  VG.nicetoning    25 

1842  Small  Date,  VG    33 

1842  Small  Date,  VG+,  nice   38 

1842  Medium  Date,  Good,  old  cleaning  17 

1842-  0  Medium  Date,  G/AG+   11 

1842-0  Medium  Date,  Good+    18 

1844-0  Good   14 

1844-  0  Doubled  Date,  Good + ,  original  ..  450 

1845-  0  No  drapery,  Good-,  weak  5  in  date  14 
1845-0  Good,  WB-1 09,  footless  1  variety  .  90 
1845-0  Good+,  WB-1 09,  footless  1  variety  100 

1847-0  VG,  weak  stars  on  left   18 

1855  EF,  sharp,  ancient  cleaning   70 

1855-  S  VG+,afew  minor  marks   325 

1856-  S  Nodrapery,VG+,dirtytoning  ...  48 

1857-  0  VF+,  sharp,  nearly  EF   60 

1857-S  Large  S,  Good +  ,  nice  original  .. .  90 

1859  VG+,  niceoriginal   28 

1860  G/AG+    10 

1860-S  Medium  S,  EF,  nice   120 

1860-S  LargeS,  EF,  niceoriginal   120 

1862  EF,  very  sharp,  nice  toning    140 

1864-S  Good+,WB-101    14 

1864-  S  VG+, scarce, WB-1 02, original. . .  95 

1865-  S  Good+,  several  reverse  die  breaks  20 

1865-  S  VF+   50 

1866-  S  No  Motto,  Good +,  old  cleaning  . .  59 
1866-S  VF+,  scarce,  WB-1 03,  original  .. .  95 

1867  Good   18 

1867  Good + ,  lightly  cleaned   19 

1871-  CC  Good +,  old  cleaning   95 

1872-  S  VG,  WB-1 02   38 

1873  No  Arrows,  Good,  minorobversestain  18 

1873-  CC  NoArrows,  Good,  no  problems  ..  125 

1885  VF,  light  scratch   295 

1886  VG   350 

1891  VG,  minor  reverse  mark   35 


Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins  •  LSCC  #239 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235  •  FAX  (817)  355-0235 

^   _^ 
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Two  Reverse  Dies  for  1875-CC  Type  l/ll  Trade  Dollars 


by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 

One  of  the  interesting  aspects  of  searching  for  die  varieties  is  that  a  discovery  can 
lead  to  an  extension  of  the  knowledge  base  on  a  coinage  series.  This  was  the  case 
with  my  study  of  1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  Trade  Dollar  reverses  presented  in  this  article. 

All  known  1 875-CC  Trade  Dollars  were  struck  from  the  Type  I  obverse  where  the 
LIBERTY  ribbon  tips  point  to  the  left.  Two  reverse  types  are  known  for  this  date.  The 
Type  I  reverse  has  a  berry  underneath  the  eagle's  sinister  claw,  while  the  Type  II 
reverse  does  not  have  a  berry  under  this  claw.  Coins  struck  from  a  Type  I  obverse  and 
a  Type  II  reverse  are  denoted  as  Type  l/ll.  The  1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  Trade  Dollar  is  fairly 
rare  with  examples  grading  EF  or  better  very  difficult  to  obtain.  In  his  encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars,  Q.  David  Bowers  states  that  the  majority  of 
1 875-CC  Trade  Dollars  are  of  the  Type  l/l  variety.  It  has  been  generally  assumed  that 
the  Type  II  dies  reached  the  Carson  City  mint  late  in  1 875  and  that  the  production 
of  coins  for  this  year  with  the  Type  II  reverse  was  limited. 

In  a  study  of  auction  catalogs  over  the  last  several  years,  I  have  noted  that  the  ratio 
of  1 875-CC  Type  l/l  coins  to  1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  coins  is  approximately  20  to  1 .  This 


1875-CC  Type  l/ll  Trade  Dollar, 
Reverse  A 
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is  only  an  approximation  but  I  believe  that  this  ratio  is  probably  representative 
of  the  scarcity  of  1875-CCType  l/ll  coins.  Bowers  states  that  18  die  pairs  were 
sent  to  Carson  City  for  the  production  of  1 875-CC  Trade  Dollars.  The  scarcity 
of  the  1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  variety  would  indicate  that  no  more  than  one  or  two 
die  pairs  were  needed  to  strike  1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  coins.  While  1 875-CC  Type 
l/ll  coins  are  rare,  I  was  recently  able  to  documentthe  existence  of  two  reverse 
dies  for  this  variety.  I  have  called  these  dies  Reverse  A  and  Reverse  B.  The 
mintmarks  on  the  two  reverses  are  similar  but  one  reverse  has  a  slightly  wider 
spacing  in  the  two  Cs.  Reverse  A  has  a  narrower  spacing  of  the  two  Cs  with  the 
right  C  almost  entirely  underthe  S  in  GRAINS.  Reverse  B  has  a  wider  spacing 
of  the  two  Cs  with  the  right  C  extending  well  to  the  right  of  the  right  edge  of  the 
S  in  GRAINS.  Reverse  B  also  has  a  die  crack  running  through  the  base  of  the 
letters  at  the  bottom  of  the  coin. 

I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  other  club  members  who  may 
have  seen  additional  reverses  for  the  1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  Trade  Dollar.  I  can  be 
contacted  as  follows:  Joe  Kirchgessner,  45  Derby  St,  Concord,  MA  01742. 


1 875-CC  Type  l/ll  Trade  Dollar, 
Reverse  B 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1872-S  Quarter 

by 

Walt  Bodine 


Recently,  while  attending  a  coin  show  in  Tennessee,  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  a  nice  VF  example  of  the  1 872-S  quarter.  At  the  time,  it  never  occurred  to 
methat  it  might  be  anything  otherthan  an  example  of  the  one  known  variety  forthis 
date  described  as  1-A  in  Larry  Briggs'  encyclopedia  on  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
series.  Several  weeks  later,  while  comparing  my  coin  to  the  pictures  in  the  Briggs 
book,  I  noticed  that  the  mintmark  on  my  coin  was  noticeably  higher  in  the  field  than 
on  Reverse  A  illustrated  for  this  date.  I  then  compared  the  small  S  mintmark  on  my 
coin  to  the  placement  of  the  mintmark  on  all  other  reverses  with  this  mintmark  style 
from  the  1 866-S  to  the  1 874-S.  The  mintmark  placement  matched  only  that  of  the 
1 871 -S  reverse. 

The  reverse  on  my  new  1 872-S  coin  has  an  S  mintmark  that  is  centered  over  the 
R  in  QUAR.  Specifically,  the  left  edge  of  the  S  mintmark  is  centered  overthe  upright 
of  the  R.  This  placement  of  the  mintmark  is  seen  only  on  the  1 871  -S  and  1 872-S 
reverses.  The  1871-S  reverse  has  a  mintmark  that  is  high  in  the  field,  close  to  the 
feathers.  A  line  drawn  from  the  lower  tip  of  the  feathers  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  branch 
will  pass  through  the  upper  loop  of  the  mintmark.  The  1 872-S  reverse  has  a  mintmark 
that  is  placed  lower  in  the  field.  A  line  drawn  from  the  lower  tip  of  the  feathers  to  the 
lower  edge  of  the  branch  will  pass  over  the  top  of  the  mintmark.  The  S  mintmark  is 
clearly  lower  in  the  field  on  the  1 872-S  reverse  even  though  both  reverses  have  the 
left  edge  of  their  mintmarks  centered  overthe  upright  of  the  R.  My  new  1872-S  coin 
has  a  high  S  mintmark  that  matches  the  placement  for  the  1 871  -S  reverse.  This  is  the 
first  example  of  this  new  variety  that  has  been  identified.  It  is  my  opinion  that  my  1 872- 
S  quarter  was  struck  from  a  reverse  that  was  left  over  from  the  previous  year. 
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Reverse  of  1872-S  Briggs  1-B  Variety,  High  Mintmark 


My  coin  has  been  authenticated  as  genuine  by  the  ANAAB.  The  obverse  matches 
that  of  other  1 872-S  coins  but  the  reverse  matches  that  of  1 871  -S  coins.  The  new 
variety  could  be  very  rare.  Larry  Briggs  has  informed  me  that  he  has  examined  16 
examples  of  the  1 872-S  quarter  since  this  variety  was  discovered.  He  reported  that 
none  of  them  had  the  left  over  reverse  used  to  strike  1 871  -S  quarters. 

The  new  discovery  will  be  designated  as  1 872-S  Briggs  1  -B.  While  this  variety  is 
likely  to  remain  quite  rare,  other  examples  are  expected  to  be  identified  as  club 
members  check  the  coins  currently  in  their  collections.  I  would  be  interested  in 
hearing  from  any  club  member  who  finds  an  example  of  this  new  variety.  I  can  be 
contacted  by  telephone  at  (770)  993-2739. 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  Bill  Fivaz  for  providing  the  pictures  of  my  1 872-S  quarter 
for  presentation  with  this  article. 


Obverse  of  1 872-S  Briggs  1-B  Variety 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838  F+,  no  drapery,  large  stars   $12 

1839  G+,  light  obverse  scratches   8 

1839-0  AU  +  ,  recut  1  &  9   225 

1842-  0  VG,  some  marks,  dark  gray   30 

1844  G+,recut8&4   8 

1849  VG+,  9  over  another  digit   8 

1850  VG  +  ,  old  cleaning,  gray   9 

1851  F,  old  cleaning,  marks   8 

1852-0  VF,  original,  lightly  rubbed   95 

1853  G-,  no  arrows   18 

1853  VF,  with  arrows   13 

1854-0  VG,  original,  gray   9 

1855  VF+,  light  gray,  cleaned   13 

1856-0  F,  small  scratch  by  head  &  rim   14 

1 857  F+,  original,  small  digs  at  LIBERTY   12 

1858  VG+,  over  inverted  date   30 

1858-0  F,  old  cleaning   12 

1860-O  G,  dark,  rough    8 

1870  G,  cleaned,  spotted   7 

1871  F,  dark   10 

1872  VF,  small  dig  by  date,  cleaned   11 

1873  VG  +  ,  blue  toning  around  edges    8 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1843-  0  VF+,  old  cleaning,  light  gold    $50 

1853  VF,  numerous  rim  bumps   30 

1854-0  XF,  old  light  cleaning   70 

1858  XF,  light  gray   60 

1 861  -S  VG+,  rim  tick  by  1  in  date   25 

1862-S  F,  original,  broken  s   35 

1864  XF,  cleaned,  dark  spot  by  head   100 

1867  XF,  nice  original   125 

1872-CC  G+,  light  gray,  just  wear   65 

1876-  S  VF,  weak  E,  obverse  rim  nicks   35 

1877-  CC  VG,  old  cleaning   25 


Terms:  1 4  Day  Return  Privilege.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 
All  Orders  Sent  Postpaid. 

Beacon  Coins  •  LSCC  #1019 

P.O.Box369  •  Lancaster,  MA 01 523 

V  J 


23 


Some  Interesting 
Liberty  Seated  Countermarked  Coins 

by 

Tom  DeLorey 

I  would  like  to  provide  some  information  on  an  interesting  group  of  countermarked 
Liberty  Seated  coins  that  was  recently  purchased  by  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.  as  part  of 
a  much  larger  old  time  collection  of  such  coins.  The  collection  contains  countermarked 
Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  all  denominations  and  includes  some  unusual  pieces.  The 
entire  collection  will  be  sold  at  auction  later  this  year. 


1851  Dime  1853  Dime 


Dimes  of  the  1 9th  century  were  frequently  not  large  enough  to  stamp  a  message 
for  a  service  being  advertised,  but  some  countermarks  do  appear  on  Seated  dimes. 
Several  of  these  pieces  are  contained  in  this  collection.  Thefirst  piece  is  an  1 851  dime 
in  Good  condition  with  S.  HOLT  stamped  on  the  obverse.  The  lettering  in  the 
countermark  is  bold  and  sharp  even  though  the  coin  is  well  worn.  There  is  also  an 
1 853  With  Arrows  dime  in  VG  condition  with  USE/G.G.G.  stamped  on  the  obverse. 
Again  the  lettering  in  the  countermark  is  very  bold  in  spite  of  wear  to  the  coin.  This 
countermark  is  known  on  other  Seated  coins  of  this  period  and  is  an  abbreviation  for 
the  advertisement  "Use  Goddard's  Goose  Grease".  Thefinal  countermarked  dime  is 
an  1873  With  Arrows  coin  with  M.W.  FORD,  stamped  on  the  obverse.  This  coin  is 
badly  worn  and  several  of  the  letters  in  the  countermark  are  weak  at  the  top. 

The  next  coin  is  an  1875-S  twenty  cent  piece  with  PINT  boldly  stamped  on  the 
reverse.  This  coin  would  grade  VF  with  the  top  of  the  letter  P  broken  off  on  the  gang 
punch  used  to  produce  this  countermark.  This  is  an  unusual  denomination  for  a 
countermark  and  the  reverse  is  an  equally  unusual  location  for  the  countermark. 
Perhaps  this  piece  was  used  as  a  drink  check  in  some  San  Francisco  saloon  and  the 
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1873  Dime 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece 


countermark  was  placed  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  to  remind  people  of  its 
denomination. 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  were  frequently  used  for  advertising  goods  and  services 
during  the  middle  of  the  1 9th  century.  This  collection  contains  two  1 853  Arrows  & 
Rays  quarters  with  J.M.  TAYLOR/BROKER/CHATHAM  ST./COR.  JAMES.  NY  stamped 
on  their  obverses.  Both  coins  are  well  worn  and  the  countermarks  show  weakness 
on  some  letters.  One  of  these  pieces  has  the  countermark  with  the  Seated  figure  on 
the  left,  the  other  with  the  Seated  figure  upside  down.  In  his  book  on  countermarked 
coins,  Brunk  indicates  that  forty  1 853  quarters  are  known  with  this  countermark. 


1853  Quarter  1853  Quarter 
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An  1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  half  dollar  with  the  same  countermark  was  pictured  in  Issue 
#54  of  the  journal. 

Another  version  of  the  James  Taylor  countermark  is  seen  on  an  1 853  Arrows  & 
Rays  quarter  with  J. M.  TAYLOR/BROKER/BROOKLYN.  L.I.  stamped  on  the  obverse. 


1853  Quarter 


1853  Quarter 


This  form  of  the  Taylor  countermark  is  not  as  common  as  the  Chatham  St.  version 
but  it  is  known  to  appear  on  a  number  of  1 853  quarters.  This  piece  is  well  worn  and 
shows  two  six  pointed  symbols  punched  into  both  sides  of  the  coin.  Does  anybody 
know  whatthese  symbols  represent? 

There  is  another  1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  quarter  with  Phila.  Oyster  House  stamped 


1853/4  Quarter  1854  Quarter 
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into  the  obverse.  This  countermark  is  unusual  because  it  has  a  combination  of  upper 
and  lower  case  letters.  The  coin  is  well  worn  but  the  lettering  in  the  countermark 
remains  quite  strong. 

Other  Seated  quarters  in  the  collection  show  countermarks  for  advertising  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  There  is  an  1 853/4  Arrows  &  Rays  quarter  with  CHILD  &  BRO/ 
OTTAWA  ILL.  stamped  on  the  obverse.  This  coin  would  grade  Fine  with  the 
countermark  strong  and  bold.  The  overdate  is  clearly  seen  in  the  upper  loop  of  the 
3  and  the  right  arrow  is  clearly  doubled.  An  1 854  quarter  grading  VF  has  the  same 
countermark  but  many  of  the  letters  in  this  countermark  are  not  as  bold.  Both  pieces 
have  the  countermark  stamped  in  the  upright  position  on  the  coin. 


1855-S  Quarter  1855-S  Quarter 


Druggist  James  Polhemus  used  coins  to  advertise  his  services  in  California  during 
the  middle  of  the  1 9th  century.  This  collection  contains  two  1 855-S  quarters  with  J. L. 
POLHEMUS/DRUGGIST/190  J.  ST.  COR.  7TH/SACRAMENTO  CAL  stamped  on  the 
obverse.  A  mortar  and  pestle  also  appears  in  the  countermark  below  the  name 
Polhemus.  The  lettering  in  the  countermark  is  bold,  even  on  the  well  worn  specimen. 
One  of  these  coins  has  the  countermark  with  the  Seated  figure  on  the  left  and  the  other 
with  the  Seated  figure  on  the  right.  Another  1 855-S  quarter  with  this  same  countermark 
is  pictured  in  Issue  #55  of  the  journal,  this  one  having  the  countermark  upside  down 
on  the  obverse. 

Most  of  the  countermarked  coins  in  the  collection  are  in  low  grades,  showing 
evidence  of  many  years  of  circulation  during  the  last  century.  The  pictures  of  the 
countermarked  coins  presented  in  this  article  were  taken  by  James  A.  Simek, 
courtesy  of  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd. 
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An  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar  With  a  Wide  CC  Mintmark 


by 

Bert  Schlosser 

In  Issue  #69  of  the  journal,  Joe  Kirchgessner  reported  a  variety  of  the  1 873-CC 
Trade  Dollar  with  a  Wide  CC  mintmark.  This  variety  was  described  as  having  a  Carson 
City  mintmark  that  measures  .9  mm  high  with  a  1 .0  mm  spacing  between  the  two  Cs. 
In  this  article  I  would  liketo  report  an  1874-CCTrade  Dollar  with  aWideCC  mintmark 
that  is  not  listed  in  any  reference  book  that  I  have  seen.  This  coin  grades  XF  and  has 
a  CC  mintmark  that  is  .9  mm  high  with  a  spacing  of  1 .2  mm  between  the  two  Cs.  The 
left  C  is  centered  below  the  gap  between  the  NS  in  GRAINS  and  the  right  C  is  centered 
below  the  comma.  The  left  C  appears  to  be  closer  to  the  E  on  the  lower  left  than  to 
the  Don  the  lower  right.  My  coin  shows  some  machine  doubling  on  the  legends  and 
on  420  GRAINS  and  there  are  some  remaining  prooflike  surfaces  in  the  protected 
areas  of  the  coin.  I  purchased  this  coin  in  1991  for  my  set  of  Trade  Dollarsfromamail 
order  dealer. 

I  have  also  included  pictures  of  my  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  the  Wide  CC 
mintmark.  This  coin  is  an  example  of  Breen  #5804  and  has  the  1 .2  mm  spacing 
between  the  two  Cs.  The  mintmark  location  and  spacing  seem  to  match  that  of  my 
1 874-CC  coin  and  I  believe  that  both  pieces  were  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die. 
I  can  find  no  obvious  die  markers  on  my  1 876-CC  coin  but  it  doesn't  show  any  of  the 
machine  doubling  seen  on  my  1 874-CC  coin. 

The  1 874-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  the  1 .2  mm  spacing  between  the  two  Cs  of  the 
mintmark  is  an  example  of  a  previously  unlisted  variety.  It  has  the  same  unusual 
mintmark  spacing  and  identical  mintmark  position  as  the  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar 
identified  as  Breen  #5804.  It  would  not  be  unusual  forthe  same  reverseto  have  been 
used  over  a  period  of  several  years  since  the  Carson  City  mint  regularly  used  the  same 
reverse  die  with  obverses  of  different  dates. 


1874-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  a  Wide  CC  Mintmark 
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I  would  be  interested  to  hear  from  any  club  member  who  has  an  example  of  the 
1 874-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  the  wide  mintmark  spacing.  I  would  also  be  interested  in 
hearing  from  anyone  who  has  been  able  to  identify  die  markers  for  the  Wide  CC 
reverse  used  to  strike  these  unusual  coins.  I  can  be  reached  as  follows:  Bert  A. 
Schlosser,  23  Frostfield  Place,  Melville,  New  York  1 1747. 


1876-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  a  Wide  CC  Mintmark 


c  ^ 

Liberty  Seated  Coins  For  Sale 

DIMES 

1854     Heavy  Date,  Breen  #3282,  VG    $15 

1856  Large  Date,  Breen  #3291,  Fine,  heavy  obverse  cut  along  central  devices  10 
1882     AU,  Repunched  Date,  visible  on  all  four  digits  of  date,  2  broken  attop  . .  65 

QUARTERS 

1868-S  VG-F  detail  but  rough  and  porous,  net  Good   $45 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1854-0  Doubled  Date,  Breen  #4852,  Good,  old  cleaning    $20 

1866-S  No  Motto,  VG   99 

1873     Short  obverse  arrows,  Breen  #4976,  Good    22 

1873     Short  obverse  arrows,  Breen  #4976,  G/VG   25 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842     NGCAU-55,  orange  gray  toning,  die  cracks/cuds  along  rims   $600 

Your  Satisfaction  Guaranteed.  30  Day  Return  Privilege. 


Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  orders  under  $500. 

Tipsico  Coin  •  LSCC  #1345 

P.O.  Box  1128  •  North  Bend,  Oregon  97459 
Telephone  (541)  756-71 1 1  10AM  -  4PM  Pacific  time 

V  —  _J 
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The  Discovery  of  an  1873  Dime 
With  a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 

The  1873  dime  with  a  doubled  die  obverse  was  struck  from  a  die  with  clear 
doubling  in  the  obverse  shield.  Once  you  have  seen  a  coin  struck  from  this  obverse, 
the  error  features  in  the  shield  simply  jump  out  at  you.  But  each  collector  has  his  own 
experiences  and  skills  that  he  uses  when  studying  coins  and  even  the  most  dramatic 
features  can  be  overlooked.  This  fact  was  illustrated  during  a  recent  adventure  by  a 
noted  numismatic  scholar. 

Marvin  Erickson  has  spent  many  years  carefully  studying  1 9th  century  coins  while 
searching  for  misplaced  date  digits  hidden  in  the  denticles  below  the  date  on  many 
of  these  pieces.  He  has  made  a  major  contribution  to  numismatics  by  identifying 
many  new  varieties  with  misplaced  date  digits  and  is  dedicated  to  his  research  in  this 
interesting  new  field  of  study.  On  a  recent  trip  to  Seattle,  he  visited  a  coin  show  and 
told  a  dealer  that  he  was  searching  for  varieties  with  extra  digits  in  the  denticles.  He 


1873  Dime  With  a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 
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examined  a  number  of  coins  and  was  able  to  find  an  1 873  dime  with  an  extra  digit 
in  the  denticles  below  the  73  in  the  date.  He  purchased  the  coin  and  took  it  home 
forfurther  study.  Only  after  additional  examination  of  his  coin  did  he  realize  that  he 
had  purchased  an  example  of  the  variety  with  a  doubled  die  obverse. 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  most  dramatic  feature  of  this  error  coin  is  the  doubled 
shield  and  the  obvious  extra  lines  running  through  the  vertical  shield  lines  above  the 
letters  ERTY  on  the  obverse.  Butthis  might  not  be  the  area  of  the  coin  that  would  draw 
the  attention  of  another  collector.  An  individual  with  a  specialization  is  attracted  to 
otherfeatures  of  the  coin  which  relate  to  his  specific  interest.  In  this  case  it  was  the 
presenceof  an  extradigitinthedenticles  which  led  Ericksonto  purchaseacointhat 
turned  outto  have  an  even  more  dramatic  feature  in  the  obverse  die.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  know  a  collector  who  owned  a  beautiful  coin  for  over  20  years  before  he 
discovered  that  it  had  some  misplaced  digits  in  the  denticles.  It  never  hurts  to  take 
another  look  at  the  coins  you  already  own,  you  might  be  surprised  at  what  you  find. 

The  Editor 


Extra  3  in  Denticles  on  1873  Dime  With 
a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 
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A  PCGS  Population  Report  for 
Liberty  Seated  Dollars  in  XF  &  AU  Grades 

by 

Joe  Trezza 

In  Issue  #70  of  the  journal  I  presented  a  PCGS  population  report  for  certified 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  all  grades  for  each  date  in  the  series.  Feedback  from  other 
Seated  dollar  collectors  has  indicated  that  the  XF  and  AU  grades  are  the  most 
popular  for  dollar  collectors  and  that  the  general  report  might  not  accurately  reflect 
the  relative  rarity  of  the  dates  in  these  grades.  I  have  therefore  prepared  a  more 
detailed  report  on  PCGS  certified  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  the  XF  and  AU  grades  to 
provide  information  on  rarity  for  collectors  interested  in  building  a  set  of  Seated 
dollars  in  these  grades.  Table  I  shows  the  number  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  certified 
by  PCGS  as  of  July  1 997  for  one  XF  and  two  AU  grade  ranges. 

These  grade  ranges  were  very  popular  for  PCGS  with  a  total  of  2498  coins  certified 
in  the  XF  and  AU  grades,  a  figure  that  is  slightly  more  than  half  of  all  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  certified  in  all  grades  in  the  series.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  three 
grade  ranges  represent  approximately  the  same  number  of  coins  over  the  entire 
series,  although  certain  dates  in  the  series  were  much  more  available  in  one  of  the 
three  grade  ranges. 

Table  II  gives  the  dates  in  rank  order  based  upon  the  number  of  pieces  certified 
by  PCGS  in  the  XF  and  AU  grade  ranges.  Dates  with  the  same  total  were  arranged 
in  rank  by  their  overall  population  totals.  Most  ofthe  dates  fell  into  areasof  rarity  that 
I  would  have  expected  but  there  were  a  few  exceptions.  I  found  that  the  1 854, 1 855 
and  1 872-CC  dates  were  surprisingly  low  in  their  ranking.  I  would  have  expected  that 
these  three  dates  would  have  ranked  in  the  top  10  in  these  grades.  I  had  expected 
that  the  1 850, 1 856  and  1 872-S  dates  would  have  gotten  a  little  more  recognition  for 
their  rarity  in  the  XF  and  AU  grades.  Each  of  these  dates  ranked  near  the  middle  of 
the  series  in  rarity.  I  have  to  wonder  if  the  rarity  of  these  dates  was  affected  by 
resubmissions.  Do  collectors  resubmit  the  scarcer  dates  more  often,  recognizing  that 
an  increase  of  a  few  points  in  the  grade  can  be  more  critical  in  determining  the  value 
of  a  scarce  coin? 

The  1873  date  turned  out  to  have  a  higher  rarity  rating  in  these  grades  than  I 
expected.  I  would  have  placed  this  date  near  the  middle  ofthe  series  in  rarity  before 
I  prepared  this  report.  I  have  to  wonder  if  this  date  is  as  underrated  as  this  data  seems 
to  indicate.  Another  date  with  a  relatively  high  rarity  ranking  would  be  the  1 870  date. 
This  date  is  ranked  higher  than  a  number  of  recognized  scarce  dates  in  the  Seated 
dollar  series. 

This  report  raises  a  number  of  unanswered  questions  on  the  relative  rarity  of  the 
dates  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  in  the  XF  and  AU  grades.  The  PCGS  population 
report  may  not  be  the  most  reliable  method  available  to  determine  rarity  for  Seated 
dollars,  but  I  have  found  that  it  is  at  least  as  informative  as  any  other  population  report 
or  survey.  The  population  report  does  give  us  a  general  idea  of  relative  rarity  within 
the  series  and  can  help  us  make  more  informed  purchasing  decisions  when 
assembling  a  set  of  Seated  dollars. 
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Table  I 

PCGS  Certified  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  by  Date  in  XF  &  AU  Grades 


XF-40 

AU-50 

AU-55 

DATE 

XF-45 

AU-53 

AU-58 

TOTAL 

n  h  til/ 

RANK 

1840 

32 

34 

24 

90 

37 

1841 

1  8 

27 

29 

74 

33 

1842 

46 

41 

29 

1 1  6 

40 

1843 

40 

37 

36 

1 13 

39 

1844 

16 

20 

15 

51 

28 

1845 

31 

25 

20 

76 

34 

1846 

44 

51 

43 

138 

44 

1846-0 

24 

18 

1 1 

53 

30 

1847 

41 

53 

47 

141 

45 

1848 

1 1 

21 

18 

50 

27 

1849 

38 

30 

44 

112 

38 

1850 

14 

25 

25 

64 

32 

1850-O 

19 

17 

5 

41 

20 

1851 

0 

0 

3 

3 

3 

1852 

3 

2 

2 

7 

4 

1853 

10 

20 

22 

52 

29 

1854 

12 

12 

1 1 

35 

15 

1855 

7 

13 

12 

32 

13 

1856 

7 

22 

17 

46 

22 

1857 

7 

1 1 

12 

30 

12 

1858 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1859 

17 

15 

14 

46 

23 

1859-0 

38 

29 

49 

116 

41 

1859-S 

32 

17 

14 

63 

31 

1860 

14 

15 

18 

47 

25 

1860-O 

23 

36 

63 

122 

43 

1  861 

4 

7 

8 

19 

6 

1862 

9 

1  1 

8 

28 

10 

1863 

1 1 

7 

6 

24 

7 

1864 

19 

7 

7 

33 

14 

1  865 

6 

13 

9 

28 

9 

1  866 

1 1 

1  9 

17 

47 

26 

1  867 

1  2 

1  6 

1  2 

40 

18 

1  868 

1  4 

1  3 

1  2 

39 

17 

1 869 

1 1 

1  0 

1  9 

40 

19 

1  870 

1 2 

21 

1 1 

44 

21 

1  870-CC 

36 

33 

1  3 

82 

35 

1  870-S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

H  O  "7  H 

1  o71 

A  O 

48 

37 

34 

1 1  9 

42 

1  871  -CC 

1  5 

A 
H 

o 

o 

1872 

36 

27 

25 

88 

36 

1872-CC 

13 

11 

1 1 

35 

16 

1872-S 

29 

9 

8 

46 

24 

1873 

10 

6 

12 

28 

11 

1873-CC 

9 

2 

4 

15 

5 

Totals 

849 

846 

803 

2498 
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Table  II 


Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Dates  Ranked  by  Rarity 


RANK 

DATE 

NUMBER 
GRADED 

RANK 

DATE 

NUMBER 
GRADED 

1 

1 870-S 

0 

24 

1872-S 

46 

2 

1858 

0 

25 

1860 

47 

3 

1851 

3 

26 

1866 

47 

4 

1852 

7 

27 

1848 

50 

5 

1873-CC 

15 

28 

1844 

51 

6 

1861 

19 

29 

1853 

52 

7 

1863 

24 

30 

1846-0 

53 

8 

1871-CC 

25 

31 

1 859-S 

63 

9 

1865 

28 

32 

1850 

64 

10 

1862 

28 

33 

1841 

74 

11 

1873 

28 

34 

1845 

76 

12 

1857 

30 

35 

1870-CC 

82 

13 

1855 

32 

36 

1872 

88 

14 

1864 

33 

37 

1840 

90 

15 

1854 

35 

38 

1849 

112 

16 

1872-CC 

35 

39 

1843 

113 

17 

1868 

39 

40 

1842 

116 

18 

1867 

40 

41 

1859-0 

116 

19 

1869 

40 

42 

1871 

119 

20 

1850-O 

41 

43 

1 860-O 

122 

21 

1870 

44 

44 

1846 

138 

22 

1856 

46 

45 

1847 

141 

23 

1859 

46 

WANTED 

Gobrecht  Journal  Issues  #1  to  #6 
Describe  Condition  and  Price  Wanted  for  These  Back  Issues 


Robert  Zavos  •  LSCC  #988 

1007  Savannah  Ave. 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15221 
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An  Early  Die  State  1856-0  WB-103  Half  Dollar 

by 

J.  Russell  Prinzinger 

Overthe  lastfewyears  I  have  purchased  several  examples  of  the  1 856-0  half  dollar 
with  the  recut  date  as  described  by  LSCC  President  John  McCloskey  in  his  article 
on  this  variety  in  Issue  #52  of  the  journal.  This  variety  has  a  strongly  recut  56  in  the 
date  and  is  known  to  have  been  struck  from  two  different  reverses.  This  variety  has 
been  designated  as  1 856-0  WB-1 03  by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  in  their  book 
"The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars". 

Recently,  I  was  able  to  purchase  a  very  early  die  state  example  of  this  variety  which 
shows  recutting  on  the  5  and  6  that  is  more  pronounced  than  on  other  examples  of 
this  variety  that  I  have  seen.  The  5  shows  recutting  along  the  entire  lower  edge  of  the 
flag  of  this  digit.  The  remains  of  the  earlier  punch  can  also  be  seen  along  an  arc  within 
the  lower  loop  of  the  5  and  along  the  base  of  this  digit.  The  6  shows  the  remains  of 
an  earlier  ball  between  the  ball  of  the  6  and  the  lower  loop  of  this  digit.  A  previously 
punched  6  is  clearly  visible  in  an  arc  through  the  center  of  the  upper  loop  of  this  digit 
and  in  an  arc  through  the  upper  part  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit.  The  earlier  6  can 
also  be  seen  along  the  outside  bottom  half  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  6  in  the  date.  In 
this  early  die  state  there  are  no  obverse  die  cracks.  All  of  the  stars  are  heavily  doubled 
and  the  drapery  at  the  elbow  is  very  strong.  This  coin  grades  a  nice  VF-30. 


Early  Die  State  1856-0  WB-103  Half  Dollar 
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Recut  56  on  Early  Die  State  1856-0  WB-103  Half  Dollar 


The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  what  I  have  identified  as  Reverse  1 .  The  O  mintmark 
is  high  in  the  field  and  centered  in  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem.  There 
are  several  die  lines  that  extend  out  into  the  field  between  the  leaves  to  the  left  of  the 
upper  berry  and  another  series  of  short  line  segments  that  extend  out  into  the  field 
from  the  eagle's  leg  just  to  the  right  of  this  berry.  All  of  these  die  lines  weaken 
considerably  with  continued  use  of  this  reverse.  The  first  vertical  shield  line  extends 
up  into  the  horizontal  shield  lines  and  runs  through  the  shield  to  the  northeast.  This 
line  is  not  sharp  on  any  of  my  coins  but  it  is  present  on  all  of  them.  There  is  a  raised 
area  running  through  the  lower  right  side  of  the  shield  creating  a  weakness  in  the 
vertical  shield  lines  on  thelowerright.  I  ownfourexamplesofthis  variety  with  Reverse 
1 .  These  pieces  grade  VG,  VF  and  PCGS  MS-62,  plus  the  newly  acquired  early  die 
state  example  which  grades  VF-30. 

I  have  designated  the  other  reverse  known  for  this  variety  as  Reverse  2.  The  O 
mintmark  on  this  reverse  is  high  in  the  field  and  to  the  left  of  being  centered  in  the 
crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem.  This  reverse  has  a  series  of  diagonal  die 
lines  that  run  from  the  upper  berry  to  the  left  wing  as  illustrated  in  Issue  #52  of  the 
journal.  I  own  two  examples  of  this  variety  with  Reverse  2.  These  pieces  grade  F  and 
XF  and  represent  late  die  state  examples  of  the  1 856-0  WB-1 03  half  dollar. 

The  1 856-0  WB-1 03  half  dollar  is  an  interesting  variety  that  goes  through  a  number 
of  die  states.  Only  continued  research  will  determine  whether  additional  die  states 
exist  for  this  variety. 
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Die  Lines  on  Reverse  1  of  Early  Die  State 
1856-0  WB-103  Half  Dollar 

LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 
SPRING  SALE 

DOLLARS 

1845     ANACS  AU-50,  nice  peripheral  toning   $1000 

1846-0   NGC  AU-53,  original  toning    1300 

1850-O  ANACS  EF-45,  light  golden  toning   1450 

1850-O  PCGS  AU-50,  original  toning,  problem  free    2900 

1859     ANACS  AU-50,  dark  brown,  nice  surfaces   950 

1859     PCI  AU-53,  gray  &  gold  toning   1050 

1 859     ANACS  AU-55,  golden  toning   1 550 

1865     ANACS  EF-45,  original  toning,  looks  AU   650 

1865     PCGS  AU-50,  original  toning,  choice   1350 

1 867     PCGS  AU-55,  sharp  strike,  toned   1 200 

1869     PCGS  AU-55,  light  original  toning   1100 

Please  call  for  a  more  detailed  description  of  coins.  7  day  return  privilege 
for  coins  in  original  holders.  Virginia  residents,  please  add  4.5%  sales  tax. 
All  orders  sent  postage  paid.  All  coins  in  bank  vault.  Trades  accepted. 

Greg  Shishmanian  •  LSCC  #1494 

118  Halifax  Place  •  Leesburg.VA  201 75-401 4 
Telephone  (703)  883-7441  8AM  to  3PM  EST 

^   ) 
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Some  Heavily  Chopmarked  Trade  Dollars 


by 

Bill  Fivaz 

I  have  been  working  on  one  set  of  coins  over  the  last  ten  years  that  is  a  rather 
unusual  conglomeration  of  once  uncirculated  pieces  that  I  refer  to  as  the  "World's 
Worst  Type  Set".  I  really  enjoy  going  into  a  coin  shop  and  asking  the  dealer  to  show 
me  his  junk  box  so  that  I  can  downgrade  my  type  set.  Many  dealers  around  the 
country  know  of  my  irreverent  quest  and  try  to  save  their  worst  pieces  for  me,  hoping 
thatthey  will  beabletofind  somethingforinclusion  in  my  set.  This  typeof  collecting 
however  does  necessitate  some  decision  making  when  determining  the  worst 
specimen  among  a  number  of  well  worn  pieces. 

I  have  had  to  develop  some  rules  for  deciding  upon  the  worst  specimen  that  will 
be  honored  for  inclusion  in  my  album,  a  well  worn  and  tattered  folder  that  is  falling 
apart.  For  example,  should  a  badly  worn  coin  be  included  in  the  set  in  favor  of  one 
that  is  badly  damaged?  Is  a  coin  that  is  bent,  holed  or  covered  with  gravel  pits  more 
appropriate  for  the  set  than  one  that  is  badly  corroded  and  barely  identifiable  as  to 
type?  I  have  found  that  worst  is  not  an  easily  defined  feature. 


Heavily  Chopmarked  1874-S,  1875-S  and  1877-S  Trade  Dollars 
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The  three  heavily  chopmarked  Trade  Dollars  presented  with  this  article  have  all 
been  rejected  for  my  set  in  favor  of  one  that  is  very  badly  worn.  I  thought  that  club 
members  would  beinterested  in  seeing  thesethree  San  Francisco  Trade  Dollars  that 
obviously  made  the  rounds  in  the  Far  East  during  the  19th  century.  Although  it  is  not 
evidentfrom  the  pictures,  each  of  these  pieces  has  so  many  punches  on  the  obverse 
thatthey  are  almost  saucer  shaped.  There  are  afewchopmarks  on  the  reverse  of  each 
coin,  but  those  on  the  obverse  are  far  more  numerous  than  usually  seen. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  what  goods  and  services  these  three  coins 
purchased  in  the  Far  East  since  they  were  minted  almost  1 25  years  ago.  If  only  their 
history  could  be  constructed  from  the  marks  left  behind  from  theirtravels  in  the  Orient. 

### 


LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTER  SALE 


QUARTERS 


1838 
1839 
1840-0 
1840 

1840-  0 

1841-  0 
1842 
1843-0 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1847-0 
1850 
1851-0 
1853-0 
1855 

1855-  0 
1856 

1856-  0 

1857-  0 
1857-S 

1857-  S 
1858 

1858-  S 

1859-  S 

1860-  0 
1860-S 


VF,  nice  original    $55 

VF-XF,  steel  blue  toning   125 

ND,  VF-XF,  original   110 

Drapery,  F-VF,  nice   55 

Drapery,  Fine   55 

VF,  weak  strike,  original   100 

Fine,  light  obv.  scratch   100 

VF-XF   150 

VF,  nice    45 

XF,  original   85 

VF,  original   50 

Fine,  rough   35 

VF-XF,  original   110 

VG,  obverse  scratch   125 

VF   40 

XF,  nice    75 

Fine,  scarce    100 

XF,  original   65 

Fine   65 

VF,  nice    40 

Fine,  tiny  obverse  scratch  ...  85 

XF,  original   295 

VF,  original   35 

XF   210 

F-VF,  weak  strike   110 


VF 


75 


F,  slightly  damaged   95 


QUARTERS 

1862 
1862-S 

1868-  S 

1869-  S 
1870 
1871 
1873 

1873-  S 
1874 

1874-  S 

1875-  CC 
1875-S 
1875-S 

1875-  S 

1876-  CC 

1876-  S 
1877 

1877-  CC 
1878 

1878-  CC 
1880 
1883 
1888-S 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1891-0 
1891-S 


XF,  scarce  

VF-30,  original  . . 

VF-XF  

XF,  old  cleaning  . 
AU-53,  original . . 

VF   

NA,  Open  3,  Fine 

Fine  

VF,  scarce  

VF,  original  

Fine,  nice  

VG/F  

VF  

VF-XF  

XF-AU   

VF  

XF  

VF-30,  ANACS  .  . 

VF,  scarce  

XF-AU   

Fine,  original 

XF,  original  

VF,  original  

VG/F,  rare  

XF  

XF  

VG/F  

VG  


$75 
195 
195 
195 
300 
95 
45 
65 
75 
80 
125 
45 
85 
100 
85 
35 
55 
50 
55 
100 
160 
250 
45 
175 
125 
70 
150 
15 


Personal  checks  must  clear. 
Please  add  $5.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders. 
All  coins  strictly  graded. 

Ron  Feuer  •  LSCC  #775 

3941-9  Cornerwood  Lane  •  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28211 

Telephone  (704)  365-5348 
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HALF  DIMES 

1 856          EF,  well  struck,  planchet  striation  on  obverse,  some  luster   $30 

1858          EF,  hairlines  from  old  cleaning   30 

DIMES 

1837          Fair,  Small  date,  obverse  full  good,  reverse  smooth    $6 

1837  Good,  rim  into  AME  on  reverse   20 

1838  EF-45,  Large  stars   115 

1838-0        G/AG,  original   20 

1838-  0        VF,  some  light  roughness   175 

1839  VG,  light  gold  toning,  old  cleaning   7 

1839-  0        Good,  full  rims   10 

1840  VF,  no  drapery,  ER  in  LIBERTY  weak    17 

1840  Good,  with  drapery,  full  rims   24 

1840-  0        VF,  no  drapery,  E  in  LIBERTY  weak,  hairlines  from  old  cleaning  .. .  25 

1841  VG,  a  few  small  rim  dings   7 

1845-0        Good,  rotated  reverse   17 

1847           Good,  GR-101,  full  rims   12 

1849-0        G/AG,  Large  0   10 

1852  VG,  original   10 

1853-0        VG,  arrows,  weak  date   10 

1854  EF,  a  little  rough   18 

1856          VF,  Small  date,  a  decent  coin   16 

1856-0        Medium  0,  planchet  striation  on  obverse,  small  rim  nick   75 

1858-0        G,  almost  VG    14 

1861           EF,  Type  2  obverse,  a  decent  coin   30 

1864           PCGSVF-25,  original   525 

1876-S        MS-60,  Type  1  reverse,  old  cleaning,  planchet  striations   45 

1878-CC      EF,  Type  1  reverse,  a  nice  coin   250 

1882          NGC  Proof-63,  gunmetal  toning   320 

1888-S        AU,  numerous  hairlines  from  old  cleaning   65 

QUARTERS 

1840-0        Fine,  with  drapery,  Small  o   $60 

1853  VF,  arrows  &  rays,  a  few  obverse  dings   25 

1855  EF,  gunmetal  toning   70 

1 875          VF-30,  Type  2  reverse,  a  nice  coin   30 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840          VF-30,  Small  letters,  tiny  obverse  rim  ding   $75 

1856  VF-30,  some  dings,  minor  rim  problems   40 

1864-S        Good,  WB-1 04,  rim  ding    17 

1869          EF-45,  old  cleaning    100 

1 880          MS-60,  Type  2  reverse,  old  cleaning,  a  decent  coin   500 

1891           EF-45,  a  nice  coin   200 

Please  allow  two  weeks  for  delivery.  Coins  shipped  postpaid. 
Fourteen  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holder. 

LIBERTY  NUMISMATICS  •  LSCC  #1655 

231ParkDr.  •  Sterling  Illinois 61081-3032 
Telephone  (815)  625-4232 

^   J 


40 


Analysis  of  Auction  Records  for  Mint  State  1875-CC 
and  Proof  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 


Initially,  the  intent  of  this  article  was  to  determine  the  number  of  1 875-CC  twenty 
cent  pieces  extant  in  mint  state  so  that  collectors  could  better  estimate  their 
purchasing  opportunities  for  this  date.  My  plan  was  to  find  a  proof  twenty  cent  piece 
reference  coin  that  could  be  used  to  determine  the  number  of  mint  state  1 875-CC 
pieces  available.  However,  I  quickly  realized  that  most  of  the  twenty  cent  proof 
mintages  given  in  the  literature  were  useless  in  determining  the  number  of  pieces 
actually  sold  by  the  mint  during  the  19th  century.  This  realization  changed  the 
direction  of  my  article  since  I  was  now  faced  with  the  problem  of  trying  to  estimate 
the  number  of  1 875, 1 876, 1 877  and  1 878  proof  twenty  cent  pieces  sold  to  the  public 
over  a  century  ago. 

The  Red  Book  gives  a  mintage  of  2790  pieces  for  the  1 875  proof  and  a  mintage 
of  1 260  piecesforthe  1 876  proof.  In  contrast,  the  mintage  for  the  1 877  proof  is  given 
as  350  pieces  while  the  mintage  for  the  1 878  proof  is  listed  as  600  pieces.  However, 
data  from  23  years  of  auction  sales  indicate  that  the  low  mintage  1 878  proof  had  the 
largestnumberof  pieces  listed  for  sale.  In  his  encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  claims  that 
760  proof  coins  were  struck  for  the  1 878  issue  butthat  only  600  of  these  were  actually 
sold  to  the  public.  He  also  claims  that  510  proof  coins  were  minted  for  the  1877  issue 
but  that  some  of  these  remained  unsold  and  were  later  melted.  My  studies  indicate 
that  the  1 878  issue  is  the  only  date  in  the  twenty  cent  piece  series  were  there  is  reliable 
information  indicating  the  number  of  coins  that  were  actually  sold  by  the  mint. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  reference  literature  should  attempt  to  list  proof  mintages 
that  reflect  the  number  of  pieces  that  were  actually  sold  by  the  mint  during  the  last 
century.  Mintage  figures  that  include  non-existent  coins  can  add  confusion  and 
distort  rarity  profiles  for  the  dates  in  the  series.  There  are  still  many  opportunities  for 
research  by  collectors  who  want  to  solve  many  of  the  proof  mintage  anomalies  that 
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appear  in  the  literature  for  1 9th  century  coins.  This  article  will  attempt  to  provide  data 
driven  estimates  for  the  number  of  twenty  cent  proof  coins  sold  to  the  public  using 
the  1 878  issue  as  a  reference  date. 

Results  and  Discussion 

Table  I  lists  the  appearances  at  auction  for  mint  state  1 875-CC  coins  and  the  four 
proof  issues  of  twenty  cent  pieces  over  a  period  of  23  years.  This  length  of  time  should 
significantly  reduce  the  variability  of  the  data  often  seen  for  shorter  coin  rarity  profiles. 
This  table  shows  that  all  of  the  dates  listed  had  lower  appearance  totals  than  the  1 878 
issue  with  a  reported  sale  of  600  pieces.  This  information  makes  the  high  mintages 
provided  in  the  reference  literature  for  the  1 875  and  1 876  issues  meaningless  as  a 
guide  to  rarity.  Moreover,  the  listed  mintage  figure  of  350  pieces  for  the  1 877  issue 
is  clearly  low  based  upon  the  number  of  appearances  of  this  date  from  auction 
records  relative  to  the  other  proof  issues. 

Table  I 

Twenty  Three  Years  of  Auction  Appearances  for  Mint  State  1875-CC  and 

Proof  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 


Date 

Proof  Mintage  from  Red  Book 

Auction  Appearances 

1875 

2790 

281 

1875-CC 

260 

1876 

1260 

331 

1877 

350 

307 

1878 

600 

396 

Table  II  gives  estimates  for  the  number  of  1 875, 1 876  and  1 877  proof  coins  sold 
to  the  public  by  the  mint  during  the  1 9th  century  using  the  1 878  issue  as  a  reference 
coin.  A  simple  proportion  was  used  to  calculate  the  approximate  number  of  these 
coins  sold  by  the  mint.  Table  III  shows  the  estimated  number  of  proof  coins  that  are 
believed  to  exist  of  these  issues  today.  The  range  for  each  date  was  calculated  on 
the  assumption  that  somewhere  between  65%  and  85%  of  the  coins  originally  sold 
by  the  mint  still  exist  today.  This  table  also  includes  an  estimate  for  the  number  of 
mint  state  1875-CC  pieces  believed  to  be  extant.  Other  supporting  information 
gathered  in  this  study  indicated  that  it  took  23  years  for  1 8  examples  of  the  very  rare 
1 876-CC  twenty  cent  piece  to  appear  at  auction.  Needless  to  say,  some  of  these 
coins  may  have  been  auctioned  more  than  once  during  this  period.  But  assuming 
that  1 8  examples  of  the  1 876-CC  twenty  cent  piece  are  extant,  one  can  see  that  it  took 
approximately  23  years  for  one  complete  turn  over  of  coins  of  this  date. 

Table  II 

Estimated  Number  of  Proofs  Sold  by  Mint  Using  1878  Issue  as  Reference  date 
Date       Ratio  to  1878  Reference  Issue     Estimated  Number  Sold 


1875  .7096  426 

1876  .8358  502 

1877  .7752  465 

1 878  1 .0000  600 
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Table  III 

Estimated  Number  of  Mint  State  1 875-CC  and  Proof  Twenty  Cent  Pieces  Extant 

Date  Pieces  Extant 

1875  277-362 
1 875-CC  256-335 

1876  326-427 

1877  302-395 

1878  390-510 

Table  IV  gives  the  grade  distribution  of  207  mint  state  1 875-CC  twenty  cent  pieces 
based  upon  Grading  Service  statistics  produced  in  1994.  This  new  information 
supersedes  my  earlier  journal  estimatesforthe  number  of  extantspecimens  of  certain 
dates  in  the  twenty  cent  piece  series  when  less  data  was  available  for  analysis. 

Table  IV 

Percentage  of  Certified  Mint  State  1 875-CC 
Twenty  Cent  Pieces  Available  by  Grade 

MS-60      MS-61       MS-62       MS-63       MS-64  MS-65        MS-66  MS-67 

7%        6%        24%       26%       26%  7%  3%  1% 
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The  1876-S  Trade  Dollar 
with  a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 


Ross  Haddix  recently  sent  me  pictures  of  his  1 876-S  Trade  Dollar  with  the  doubled 
die  obverse.  This  is  a  spectacular  doubled  die  variety  that  has  not  received  the 
attention  that  it  deserves.  This  variety  was  first  reported  by  Mr.  Haddix  in  the  April  1 9, 
1 989  issue  of  Coin  World  where  the  bold  doubling  of  the  obverse  die  was  illustrated. 
This  variety  was  also  listed  by  Q.  David  Bowers  in  his  encyclopedia  of  United  States 
dollar  coins,  but  only  one  picture  of  the  doubled  obverse  appears  in  this  reference. 

The  obverse  of  this  1876-S  Trade  Dollar  shows  spectacular  doubling  on  the 
devices.  The  hand  holding  the  olive  branch  is  clearly  doubled  along  the  upper  edge 
and  there  is  an  extra  branch  stem  running  through  the  middle  of  the  hand.  The  upper 
edge  of  the  leaf  above  the  hand  is  strongly  doubled  and  there  are  remnants  of  the 
extra  branch  running  through  the  obverse  field  above  the  hand. 

Evidence  of  the  doubled  die  is  clearly  visible  through  the  lettering  in  LIBERTY  on 
the  ribbon  extending  down  from  the  other  hand.  The  top  of  an  extra  LI  can  be  seen 
on  a  hidden  ribbon  below  the  main  ribbon  containing  the  lettering  in  LIBERTY.  An 
earlier  ribbon  tip  can  be  seen  between  the  ribbon  tips  of  the  main  ribbon  and  the 
remains  of  the  bottom  edge  of  an  earlier  ribbon  can  be  seen  running  through  the  L 
on  the  main  ribbon. 
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Doubled  Hand  on  1876-S  Doubled  Die  Trade  Dollar 


Doubled  Ribbon  on  1876-S  Doubled  Die  Trade  Dollar 
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Strong  doubling  is  also  evident  on  Miss  Liberty's  foot.  The  clear  outline  of  an  extra 
foot  is  visible  above  the  foot  on  the  main  device.  This  doubling  extends  up  into  the 
gown  along  the  leg  of  the  seated  figure.  There  is  further  evidence  of  die  doubling 
through  much  of  the  obverse  die  but  the  areas  described  present  the  most  striking 
examples  of  the  extra  image  that  is  visible  on  this  obverse  die. 

This  1876-S  Trade  Dollar  has  a  Type  2  obverse  with  the  ribbon  tips  pointing  down 
toward  the  date.  The  date  is  centered  in  thefield  between  the  ribbon  and  the  denticles 
and  the  upright  of  the  1  in  the  date  is  centered  under  the  G  in  GOD.  This  coin  also 
has  a  Type  2  reverse  with  no  berry  under  the  eagle's  claw  and  a  Micro  s  mintmark 
that  is  positioned  under  the  left  side  of  the  S  in  GRAINS. 

The  1 876-S  Trade  Dollar  with  the  doubled  die  obverse  is  quite  rare  and  seldom 
seen  by  collectors  of  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  Examples  of  this  variety  are  a  pleasure 
to  study  because  the  remains  of  the  earlier  image  turn  up  in  many  hidden  areas  of 
the  obverse  die.  It  is  likely  that  other  examples  of  this  variety  are  currently  owned  but 
unrecognized  by  Trade  Dollar  collectors.  Club  members  are  encouraged  to  take  a 
closer  look  at  the  coins  in  their  collections.  Many  interesting  varieties  are  identified 
only  after  a  detailed  study  of  coins  that  the  collector  has  owned  for  many  years. 

The  Editor 


Doubled  Foot  on  1876-S  Doubled  Die  Trade  Dollar 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-0     XF-45,  Medium  0,  peripheral  gold  highlights    $90 

1840        AU-50,  No  Drapery,  sharp  original   115 

1840  XF-40,  With  Drapery,  lightly  toned  &  nice   145 

1841  ANACS  AU-55,  nice  toning   115 

1841-0     XF-40,  light  &  dark  gray  contrast   125 

1842  XF-40,  sharp  &  unimpaired  light  gray   48 

1 842  AU-50,  very  sharp  strike,  moderate  toning   90 

1843  XF-45,  shattered  reverse  die,  scattered  obverse  marks   48 

1843        XF-45,  pleasing  original   60 

1 845        VF-20,  1 845/1 845,  light  &  dark  contrast   38 

1845  XF-45,  1845/1845,  sharp,  lightly  toned  original   75 

1846  ANACS  VG-8,  a  few  minor  obverse  scratches,  original   300 

1847  XF-45,  tiny  ping  in  obverse  field,  otherwise  pristine   50 

1848  NGC  MS-64,  super  multicolor  toning   750 

1848-  0     G-4,  V-5,  Small  o,  left  of  center,  nice  for  grade,  rare   115 

1 849-  0     VF-30,  original  light  gray,  a  couple  of  minor  marks   1 75 

1849-  0     VF-35,  light  obverse  scratch  hidden  in  drapery   225 

1850-  O     VF-30,  Large  O,  lightly  cleaned,  sharp   45 

1852-  0     XF-45,  sharp  original,  scarce  date  in  better  grades   275 

1853  VF-25,  No  Arrows,  pleasing  example,  many  were  melted  ....  95 

1  853  AU-50,  With  Arrows,  sharp  strike,  die  clashed,  much  luster  ...  85 

1853-  0     F-1 2,  No  Arrows,  a  few  minor  obverse  scratches,  nice   275 

1 854-  0     XF-45,  attractive  light  &  dark  gray  contrast   75 

1855  XF-40,  lightly  toned    48 

1856  MS-62,  delightful,  untoned  &  sharp    175 

1856-  0     AU-55,  very  sharp  &  lustrous    285 

1857-  0     AU-55,  beautiful  old  album  toning,  nearly  mint  state    190 

1858  AU-58,  sharp  &  bright,  untoned    105 

1 859  XF-40,  pleasing  example  of  a  one  year  type   55 

1859-0     XF-40,  old  cleaning,  clash  marks,  traces  of  luster   95 

1862        AU-55,  wire  rims,  clash  marks,  a  beautiful  example   75 

1863-S     VF-20,  original,  a  few  minor  marks,  scarce    50 

1866-  S     VF-30,  old  cleaning,  tiny  rim  pinch,  tough  date   42 

1867-  S     VF-35,  pleasing  example,  elusive  date   60 

1868        VF-30,  pretty  toning,  a  few  minor  marks,  low  mintage   165 

1 871  -S     AU-50,  dipped,  light  scratch  in  obverse  field   125 

1873-S     XF-40,  die  break  through  date,  nice   40 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative 
grading  and  accurate  descriptions  guaranteed.  1 0  day  return  privilege  for  coins 
in  original  holders.  California  residents  please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list 
alternative  selections  when  possible.  VISA  &  MASTERCARD  accepted. 

Thank  You. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •   LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box3776-G  •  Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (650)  367-1 064  •  FAX  (650)  367-1 239 
E-mail: cwwoodruff@phc.net  •  Website: www.cwwoodruff.com 

^  ) 
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Unreported  Seated  Half  Dollars  with  Center  Dots 


by 

J.  Russell  Prinzinger 

Center  dots  have  been  reported  on  the  obverses  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  by 
authors  and  half  dollar  researchers  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert.  These  center  dots 
appear  as  circular  holes  on  the  coins  in  the  geometric  center  of  the  obverse.  Wiley 
&  Bugert  concluded  that  these  defects  were  the  result  of  a  compass  point  mark  used 
during  the  preparation  of  the  obverse  hub  for  Seated  halves.  Two  examples  of  this 
defect  were  reported  in  their  book  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dollars"  published  in  1 993.  They  reported  center  dots  appearing  on  1 843  WB-1 04 
and  1 844-0  WB-1 02  half  dollars. 

Over  the  last  several  years  I  have  been  able  to  purchase  other  coins  in  the  Seated 
half  dollar  series  with  center  dots  on  the  obverse.  I  currently  own  five  unreported 
Seated  half  dollars  with  center  dots  in  the  geometric  center  of  the  coin.  These  defects 
would  have  resulted  from  raised  center  dots  on  the  obverse  dies  from  which  these 
coins  were  struck.  The  first  of  these  coins  is  an  1 876  half  dollar  with  a  clearly  recut 
76  in  the  date.  This  coin  has  a  center  dot  on  Miss  Liberty's  thigh  that  is  a  complete 
circle  and  of  medium  depth.  This  center  dot  is  not  as  deep  as  those  reported  from 
the  1840s  but  it  is  still  a  clearly  identified  defect  on  a  high  grade  example  with  this 
obverse. 

The  next  coin  is  also  an  1 876  half  dollar  but  without  any  evidence  of  recutting  in 
the  date.  Its  center  dot  is  deeper  but  it  is  not  a  complete  circle.  There  is  weakness 
around  the  upper  quarter  of  the  defect  where  it  runs  into  the  field  above  the  thigh.  The 
next  coin  is  an  1 877  half  dollar  with  a  very  strong  and  deep  center  dot,  a  full  circular 
defect  that  is  again  weak  around  the  upper  quarter  of  the  circle.  The  final  coin 
pictured  is  an  1 884  half  dollar  with  a  weak  and  shallow  center  dot  that  would  be  visible 
only  on  high  grade  examples  with  this  obverse.  Although  not  pictured,  a  weak  center 
dot  has  been  observed  on  an  1 889  half  dollar  similar  to  the  one  seen  on  the  1 884  coin. 

Seated  half  dollar  specialist  Dick  Osburn  has  also  observed  weak  but  visible  center 
dots  on  1 878  and  1 878-CC  half  dollars.  The  center  dots  on  these  coins  of  the  1 870s 
and  1 880s  are  weak,  frequently  shallow  and  not  as  clearly  defined  as  the  center  dots 
from  the  1840s.  The  center  dot  on  the  1843  coin  is  much  deeper,  clearly  circular  and 
better  defined  than  the  center  dots  seen  later  in  the  series. 


Deep  Round  Center  Dot  on  1843  Half  Dollar 


48 


Center  Dot  on  1876  Half  Dollar  with  Recut  76 


Weak  Center  Dot  on  1884  Half  Dollar 

This  article  does  not  attempt  to  provide  an  explanation  for  the  existence  of  these 
center  dots.  But  one  may  ask  why  no  center  dots  have  been  reported  for  coins  from 
the  1 850s  and  1 860s  or  why  center  dots  have  not  been  reported  on  the  obverses  of 
other  Seated  denominations.  Perhaps  other  club  members  will  want  to  review  their 
collections  and  report  the  discovery  of  other  coins  with  center  dots  that  they  have 
been  able  to  identify. 

Additional  dates  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series  almost  certainly  exist  with  center 
dots.  I  would  be  interested  in  any  information  on  center  dots  that  is  known  to  other 
club  members  so  that  I  can  continue  my  research  on  this  topic.  I  will  report  any 
additional  findings  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal.  Please  send  information  to :  Russell 
Prinzinger,  7405  Windhaven  Rd,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  761 80. 1  can  be  reached  by  E-mail 
atyanos1@flash.net. 


BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR 
COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  279-6827 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  read  with  interest  the  article  "A  PCGS  Population  Report  for  Liberty  Seated 
Dollars"  by  Joe  Trezza  that  appeared  in  Issue  #70  of  the  journal.  However  I  don'tfeel 
that  this  article  gives  a  real  understanding  of  rarity  in  the  series  for  collectable  coins 
in  the  XF-45  to  AU-58  grades.  Many  of  the  dates  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  are 
available  in  the  lower  grades  from  Good  to  Fine,  but  most  collectors  try  to  improve 
the  condition  of  their  coins  so  that  they  can  own  examples  in  higher  grades.  As  a 
collector,  I  would  be  most  interested  in  the  availability  of  the  dates  in  grades  from 
XF-45  to  AU-58.  Mint  state  specimens  of  most  dates  are  very  limited  so  most 
collectors  will  try  to  build  a  set  in  these  higher  circulated  grades. 

In  this  article  it  is  stated  that  the  1 863  and  1 872-S  dates  were  listed  as  being  much 
more  common  in  the  LSCC  survey  of  Seated  dollars  published  in  1 989  because  of 
hoards  of  these  dates  reported  by  club  members.  If  there  are  hoards  of  these  dates 
in  the  higher  circulated  grades,  why  have  I  not  been  able  to  find  them?  I  own  a  PCGS 
AU-55  example  of  the  1 872-S  dollar  and  I  believe  that  this  is  a  very  rare  date  in  high 
grades,  comparable  in  rarity  to  the  1 871  -CC  and  1 873-CC  dates  in  these  grades.  As 
a  collector,  I  don't  care  how  many  examples  of  the  1 872-S  dollar  exist  in  grades  from 
Good  to  Fine,  I  am  interested  in  its  availability  in  the  higher  circulated  grades  from 
XF-45  to  AU-58. 

I  was  glad  to  see  an  article  about  the  rarity  of  Seated  dollars  but  I  believe  that  a 
report  on  the  availability  of  these  dates  in  the  higher  circulated  grades  would  be  of 
greater  interest  to  collectors  of  the  series. 

Dennis  Burman 
LSCC  #862 


Dennis  Burman's  letter  comments  on  my  article  in  Issue  #70  of  the  journal  where 
I  report  that  the  1 863  and  1 872-S  dollars  were  listed  as  being  more  common  in  the 
LSCC  survey  of  Seated  dollars  because  of  hoards  of  these  dates  reported  by  club 
members.  I  only  mentioned  this  because  there  was  a  significant  difference  in  rarity 
for  these  two  dates  between  the  LSCC  survey  and  my  PCGS  report.  While  my  report 
shows  these  dates  with  a  higher  rarity  rank,  I  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  these  two 
dates  should  be  considered  common.  You  can  be  assured  that  Seated  dollar 
collectors  realize  that  the  1 863  and  1 872-S  dollars  are  very  scarce  in  AU  grades,  a 
fact  that  is  clearly  reflected  by  price  guides  and  auction  prices  realized. 

There  are  collectors  who  are  interested  in  collecting  Seated  dollars  in  the  lower 
circulated  grades,  especially  the  better  dates  in  the  series.  Philadelphia  dates  such 
as  the  1 854, 1 855, 1 856, 1 857, 1 861 , 1 862, 1 863  and  1 864  and  the  Carson  City  issues 
are  still  very  scarce  and  in  demand  in  lower  grades.  In  my  opinion,  no  Seated  dollar 
is  really  common! 

I  have  prepared  another  article  on  the  PCGS  population  report,  this  time  listing  the 
availability  of  the  dates  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  in  grades  from  XF-40  to  AU-58. 
Hopefully,  this  article  will  provide  further  information  on  the  availability  of  Seated 
dollars  in  the  higher  circulated  grades. 

Joe  Trezza 
LSCC  #885 
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In  Issue  #70  of  the  journal,  Dave  Schaefer  reported  an  1860  half  dollar  with 
extended  vertical  shield  lines  in  the  reverse  shield.  I  would  like  to  report  that  my  1 860 
half  dollar  does  not  have  extended  vertical  shield  lines,  but  I  do  have  an  1859  half 
dollar  with  the  Type  I  reverse  that  has  eleven  vertical  lines  protruding  up  into  the  third 
horizontal  bar.  This  piece  would  grade  a  Choice  AU. 

Delmer  Harrison 
LSCC  #802 


Over  the  last  200  years,  eight  states  have  had  a  United  States  mint  within  their 
boundaries  and  four  of  these  mint  facilities  were  used  to  strike  Liberty  Seated  coins. 
Now  that  the  commemorative  circulating  quarter  dollar  program  has  been  signed 
into  law,  it  would  seem  appropriate  to  include  into  these  state  designs  a  depiction 
of  the  mint  building  for  each  state  that  once  had  a  mint.  This  may  be  the  only 
opportunity  that  we  will  ever  have  to  incorporate  an  image  of  our  mint  buildings  into 
our  national  coinage.  I  hope  that  we  will  not  miss  this  opportunity  to  commemorate 
each  of  our  historic  mints.  The  eight  states  with  mint  buildings  within  their  borders  are: 
Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Louisiana,  California,  Nevada,  Colorado  and 
New  York. 

If  you  believe  in  this  concept,  I  would  ask  that  you  write  to  the  governor  of  each 
of  the  eight  mint  states.  Write  to  specialty,  regional,  state  and  local  associations 
requesting  thatthey  publish  your  letter  in  support  of  this  concept.  Please  remember 
that  it  is  the  governor  of  each  state  who  will  recommend  designs  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Hal  V.  Dunn 
LSCC#313 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention  that 
will  be  held  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  from  April  24-26, 1 998.  The  club  meeting  will  be 
held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  April  24,  1 998.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Room  E-1 0  at 
the  Wisconsin  Center. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activities.  You 
might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as  an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members 
interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins  thatyou  have  purchased  overthe  years.  Copies 
of  the  Collective  Volumes  of  the  journal  will  be  available  for  review  and  purchase  at 
the  meeting. 

The  25th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  107th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 

The  Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LlBJRTy  Sf  DTED  OoLLECTORS  Cl-UB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
[  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to:  JC 

Scott  Grleb    •    P.O.  Box  776 


Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1838  Gobrecht  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


